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her Grace the Ducheſs of Cleveland; 


dicted by the name of Robert Feilding, late 


Middleſex, Eſq. for that you, on the ninth 
day of November, in the fourth year of) 


O 


ROBERT FE 


T the Seffions-Houſe in the Old- Baily, | 


this day came on the trial of Robert 
Fielding, Eſq. for felony, in marrying 


Mary Wadſworth, his firſt wite, being 
then alive. 

The court being fat, proceeded in this 
manner : 


Cl. of Ar. Set Robert Feilding to the 
Me; [Which was done. 
C. of Ar. Robert Feilding, hold up thy 
hand. [Which he did. 


C. of Ar. Robert F eilding, you ſtand in- 


of the pariſh of St. James's, within the 
Liberty of Weſtminſter, in the county of 


her now Majeſty's reign, at the pariſh 
aforeſaid, in the county aforeſaid, 8 to 
wife one Mary Wadſworth, ſpinſter, and 
the ſame Mary Wadſworth, then and there 
had for your wife; and that you the ſaid 
Robert Feilding afterwards, viz, on the 
twenty-fifth of the ſame month of Novem- 
ber, in the year aforeſaid, at the pariſh of | 
St. Martin's in the Fields: in the ſaid: 


F 


1E DING Ea 


moſt noble Barbara Ducheſs of Cleveland, 
(the ſaid Mary Wadſworth, your former wife, 
being then living) ; againſt the peace of our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, her crown and 
dignity, and againſt the form of the ſtatute 
in that caſe made and provided. 

How ſay'ſt thou, Robert Feilding, art 


thou Guilty of this indictment, or not 


Guilty? 
Feilding. Not Guilty. i 
C. of Ar. Culprit. How wilt thou be tried? 
3 By God and my country. 
C. of Ar. God ſend thee a good deli- 
_ | 
C. of. Ar. Call the jury. Mr. Feilding, 
if you except to any of the jury, you mult 
do it before they are ſworn. 


Feilding. I do not challenge any of them, 
The jury ſworn, viz. 


F VU R 1. 


Edward Boſwell, 
John Mills, 
Richard Hazzard, 
Samuel Chace, 


Francis Chapman, 
Thomas Moody. 
Peter Levinge, 
Hugh Merchant, 
Joſeph Devenitſh, Thomas Yeomond, 
Edward How, John Johnſon. 


county, did feloniouſly take to wife the 
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of fact, which is as followeth. 
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Proclamation made, that if any can in- 


council, of any the matters the priſoner 
ſtands charged with; let them come forth 
and they ſhall be heard. 


Mr. Raymond, the Queen's Council. My 


Lord, and you Gentlemen of the Jury, 1 
am, in this caſe, council for the Queen. 
The priſoner at the bar, Robert Feilding, 
ſtands indicted, that he on the ninth day 
of November, in the fourth year of her 
now Majeſty's reign, &c. (the indictment 
repeated) To which indictment he has 
pleaded not guilty, and put himſelf on 
God and his country, which country you 
are, I hope if we prove the indictment, 
you will find him guilty. 

Sir James Montague. My Lord, and Gen- 


tlemen of the Jury, I am of council with 


the Queen againſt the priſoner, Mr. Robert 
Feilding, who ſtands indicted for taking to 
wife Barbara Ducheſs of Cleveland, after 
he had before married one Mary Wadl- 


worth, who is ſtill alive: This is a crime 
that amounts to felony ; and though the 


law doth not take away from him that ſhall 
be convicted thereof, the benefit of his 
clergy; yet, ſince it is ſuch a crime as 


doth. take away from the priſoner the aſ- 


ſiſtance of council, I ſhall only ſtate matter 


About a year apo, or a little better, there 


was a young lady left a widow by Mr. 
Deleau, and reputed a great fortune : Mr. 


Feilding thinking himſelf qualified for the 
greateſt fortune, had a deſign upon this 


Lady; and in Auguſt, 1705, he applied 
himſelf to one Mrs. Streights to conſult 
with her, and contrive ſome method how 


he might have acceſs to court this widow. 
This Mrs. Streights had no acquaintance 


with the widow herſelf, but knew Mrs. 


Charloit Villars was acquainted with her, 
and uſed to cut her hair; ſo the beſt thing 


they could think of at that time, was to 
make Mrs, Villars their friend, that by her 
5 b 


ueen's Juſtices, and the Queen's 


a 
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T FEIL DING, Es e. 
means he might have admittance into the 
lady's company; for he did not queſtion if 


handſome 1 ſhe would have the ſame 
affection for him, that he had met with 
from other ladies, even on their firſt ſeeing 


| of him. Mrs. Villars was promiſed gool. 


to bring this affair about; and though ſhe 


ever accompliſh it, yet by theſe means ſhe 
might perhaps make a penny of it to her- 
ſelf; and thereupon ſhe promiſes Mrs. 


Major-General, meaning Mr. Feilding, 
though Mrs. Villars could not be ſure ſuch 
an overture would be well received by 
Mrs. Deleau: Yet being acquainted with 
one Mary Wadſworth, a young woman not 


her to ſer up the ſaid Mrs. Wadſworth to 
repreſent Mrs. Deleau; and accordingly it 
was done, and Mr. Feilding proved ſo 
intent upon the matter, that he went in a few 
days to Doctors- Commons, to ſee for Mr. 
Deleau's will (and found thereby that Mrs. 
Deleau was left very conſiderable.) And 
that he might judge the better whether ſhe 
were truly the fortune ſhe was repreſented 


told her, that what Mrs. Streights had 
ſaid concerning Mrs, Deleau's fortune was 
true: And being very well ſatisfied with 
her fortune, he was reſolved to get a view 
of her. Soon after Mr. Ficlding went to 
Tunbridge, and after two or three days 


the place where Mrs. Deleau reſided, with 
a pretence to ſee the houſe and gardens, 
but in reality it was to ſee the widow; he 


but to give the lady a ſight of his handſome 
perſon he deſigned to lay at her feet; but 
it happened that the lady would not be ſeen 


| 
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the lady had but once a ſight of his very 


doubred with herſelf, whether ſhe could 


Streights to uſe her endeavour to ſerve the 


much unlike in perſun to Mrs. Deleau, ſhe 
imagined it would be no difficult matter for 


to him, he took a copy of the ſaid will, 


{and ſoon after went to Mrs. Villars and 


ſtay there, returned and called at Waddon, 


thought nothing elſe was then to be done, - 


herſelf, 
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herſelf, but the ſervants were permitted to 


ſhow him the gardens, and he fancied him- 
ſelf that he had had a ſight of Mrs. Deleau 
too; for a kinſwoman of Mrs. Deleau's 
looking out into the garden while he was 
there, gave him the ſight of a woman at the 
window, and he preſently concluded. ir 
could be nobody but Mrs. Deleau admiring 
Beau Fielding. About three days after 
Mr, Feilding's return from Tunbridge, 


| which was about a fortnight after St. Bar- 


tholomew-tide laſt was twelvemonth, he 


told Mrs. Villars of his calling at Waddon, 


and that he had acquainted the D ucheſs of 


Cleveland of the fine gardens that were 
there, and he ſaid that her Grace had a 


great deſire to ſee them, and therefore di- 


rected Mrs. Villars to go from her Grace to 
Mrs. Deleau, to aſk the favour of her to | 


permit her Grace to ſee the houſe and gar- 
dens. Accordingly Mrs. Villars went down 
to Waddon ; and Mrs. Deleau treated her 
very civilly, and told her, whenever her 


Grace pleaſed, ſhe ſhould ſee her houſe and | 


gardens; but as ſhe was a widow ſhe could 
not attend upon her Grace: But though 
the Ducheſs was expected after this, yet ſhe 


did not go, for indeed ſhe did not know 
any thing of the meſſage. 


time Mr. Feilding attempted to ſee her, 


was at a horſe-race at Banſtead- Downs, 


whither he went for that purpole, but did 
not ſee her. After this, or ſome time 
before, he ſent a letter to Mrs. Deleau's 
houſe, but the ſervants when they ſaw the 


name to it, knowing the character of Mr. 


Feilding, threw it into the fire. When Mrs, 
Villars found that the Duchels of Cleveland 
knew nothing of her being ſent to Waddon, 
and that it was only a contrivance of Mr. 
Feilding's to get an opportunity of ſecing 
Mrs. Deleau, and that in truth he had 
never ſeen her, ſhe reſolved to play trick 
for trick with him, and thereupon pro- 
poled the matter to Mary Wadſworth, the 


So the next 


| 
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woman I before- mentioned to be of her 
acquaintance, but one that Mr. Feilding 
did not know, and one that would not 
worſt herſelf much by ſuch an undertaking, 
whether it ſucceeded or not. Mrs. Wadſ- 
worth, upon the firſt opening of it, readily 
embraced the offer, and thereupon Mrs. 
Villars went to Mr. Feilding and told him, 
ſhe had propoſed the matter to the lady 
(Mrs. Deleau) which ſhe at firſt rejected, 
but at laſt did give a favourable ear to it; 
and that ſne did not fear, but if matters 
could be prudently managed, his deſires 
might be accompliſnhed.— A little before 
my Lord-Mayor's Day laſt was twelve 
month, ſhe told Mr. Feilding that ſhe had 
at length obtained of the lady the favour of 
a promiſe of an interview, and that ſhe was 
ſhortly to bring her to his lodgings, but he 


muſt take cars not to let her know they 


were his lodgings, or to give her the leaſt 


cauſe to ſuſpect he had any thing to do 


there: Accordingly Mrs. Villars, the even- 
ing of my Lord-Mayor's Day, brought 
Mrs. Wadſworth in a mourning coach and 
widow's dreſs to Mr. Feilding's lodgings : 
He was not within at the time they came 
thither, but being ſent for, came in ſoon. 

after, and was extremely complaiſant for 
ſome time; but at length, though he had 
been cautioned not to let the lady know they 
were his lodgings, yet he could not forbear 
ſhewing her his fine cloaths, and what fur- 
niture he had; and in a little time after 
ſent for Mrs. Margaretta to ſing to her; 
and pretended he was ſo extremely taken 
with her, that nothing would ſatisfy him 
but being married that night ; but ſhe, 
with a ſeeming modeſty, checked his for- 
ward behaviour, and made a ſhew of going 
away in diſpleaſure; but before they parted, 
he prevailed upon her to promiſe not to 
put off their marriage longer than Wedneſ- 
day ſeven- night. My Lord, Mr. Feilding 


rightly judged by this converſation what an 
intereſt 
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4 TRIAL or ROBERT FEIL DING, ESG 
intereſt he had fixed in the lady, and look- 


ing upon himſelf to be ſure of her, he 
actually went to a gold{mith and beſpoke a 
ring, and directed himſelf what poſie ſhould 
be engraved. When the day came which 
had firſt been agreed on, ſham pretences 


| were made, not to ſeem over-haſty in fo 
ſerious a matter, and the marriage was put 


off till the Friday following, being the gth 
of November laſt was twelvemonth ; at 
which time Mrs. Villars and the lady came 
again to Mr, Feilding's lodging, where he 
received her with an extraordinary tranſport 
of joy, and the marriage muſt immediately 
be proceeded on; but ſhe for ſome time 


framed ſeveral puts off, and at length made 


an offer to have gone away; but Mr. 
Feilding by no means would permit her to 
go, without making her his own, which 


he was reſolved ſhould be done preſently ; 


and to make all things ſure, he ran out and 
locked the chamber-door to keep her and 
Mrs. Villars in, whilſt he went for a Prieſt; 


and taking coach immediately drove to 
Count Gallas's, the Emperor's Envoy; 


when he came to his gate, he enquired of 
the porter for one Franciſco Drian, that 
was ſtiled, The Father in Red,” upon 
account of a red habit he uſually wore; 
but he not being within, Mr. Feilding 
aſked for another father; and one Father 
Florence was called to.him, whom he ac- 
quainted with the buſineſs he came about; 
but whilſt he was treating with Father 
Florence, the father in red luckily came 
in, and Mr. Feilding immediately took him 
away with him in the Hackney-coach to 
his lodgings. My Lord and Gentlemen, 
we ſhall ſhew you that this Father in Red 
ſtayed there about an hour, and then went 
away, We ſhall ſhew your Lordſhip like- 


_ wile, that Mr. Feilding and Mary Wadl- 


worth ſupped together, and after ſupper he 


Was actually married to Mrs, Wadiworth. 
And that this marriage was conſummate, 


we ſhall prove by ſeveral particulars, viz. 
That clean ſheets were laid upon the bed, 
and all ceremonies performed that are uſual 
upon ſuch occaſions; and they actually 
went to bed together, and lay together all 
that night; and the next day the lady and 
Mrs. Villars went away, and as Mr, Field- 
ing ſuppoſed, to Waddon, the Widow De- 
lau's houſe; to which place your Lordſhi 

and the jury will find he directed his letters 
to her afterwards, and in the ſuper- 
ſcriptions ſtiles her the Counteſs. of Feild- 
ing. To corroborate this evidence we 
ſhall likewiſe prove to your Lordſhip, that 
about a week after, he lay with her again 
at the very ſame lodgings; and we can 
make it appear that he hath lain with her 
three ſeveral times ſince this at night, 
twice before, and once after his Marriage 
with the Ducheſs of Cleveland. My Lord, 
we ſhall ſhew you that he made her preſents, 
furniſhed her with money, and treated her 
as his wife, until the cheat was found our, 
which was not till May after; and then 
finding how he had been ſerved, that in- 


ſtead of marrying a fortune of 60,000]. he 


had beem impoſed upon, and married one 
not worth ſo many ſarthings, he diſcarded 
her in great wroth,:-- 
My Lord, we will call our witneſſes, 
who will prove to your Lordſhip, ſtep 
by ſtep, how this matter was brought 
about; and firſt we will begin with Mrs. 
Villars. 5 


Mrs. Villars ſworn. 


Mrs. Villars. My Lord, there came 
one Mrs, Streights to my lodgings and 
wanted to ſpeak with me (it was Bartholo- 
mew-tide was twelvemonth) but I was not 
at homez when I came home, they told 
me Mrs, Streights had been there, and left 
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did not come to her. I met with her and 


in the lady as to be made ſerviceable in 


my houſe again, and ſaid, Mr. Feilding 
Vould ſpeak with me. I went to him; 


* 


word that I was always out of the way when 
it was to do myſelf good; ſhe ſaid it would 
be five hundred pounds out of my way if I 


Mr. Feilding, and being acquainted with 
Mr. Feilding's deſign upon Mrs. Deleau, 
he asked me whether I knew the lady? 1 
ſaid I had no particular acquaintance with 
her, but I uſed to cut her hair: He told 
me that he was in love with her, and asked 
me whether I could aſſiſt him in his court- 
ſhip? and whether a marriage might be 
brought about? I told him I could not tell, 
I did not know whether I had that intereſt 


ſuch a deſign. Mr. Feilding enquired very 
ſtrictly after her, and ſaid, he would try 
means to come into her company that he 
might gain her acquaintance: Upon which 
we parted at that time. And about 
three days after, Mrs. Streights came to 


and he told me, he found that the lady was 
worth 60,000]. as he had been told before. 
He asked me where it was ſhe lived? I 


8. a 4.464 


| her, that the Ducheſs of Cleveland had 


heard a great character of her gardens, and 


was very deſirous to ſee them. went and 


acquainted Mrs. Deleau with it : She ſaid, 
ſhe would not refuſe a woman of her qua- 
lity; but would take it as a great favour, 
to ſhew her any thing that belonged to her : 
But deſired that it might not be that week, 
but the week following ; becauſe ſhe was 
to ſee a race on Banſtead Downs, I told 
Mr. Feilding this; and he made anſwer for 
the Ducheſs of Cleveland, and faid, the 
Ducheſs was not well; and could not go 
to ſee the gardens. When I found that 
Mr. Feilding did not ſend. me from the 
Ducheſs, but from himſelf; I was out of 
countenance, that I ſhould innocently im- 
poſe upon the lady. Mr. Feilding told me, 
he would go and ſee the race upon the 
Downs; and when he came back, he 
would ſend for me, and acquaint me whe- 
ther he had ſeen the lady. And when he 

came to town again, he ſent Mrs. Streights 
to me, to come to him; and when I came 
to him, he told me he ſaw Mrs. Deleau, he 
believed, upon the Downs. Mr. Feilding 
made a bow to them, and they to him. 
He ſaid, from thence he went to Epſom, 
and ſent a letter to be delivered into Mrs. 
Deleau's own hands, by a; ſervant of his, 
not in a livery; I think it was accordingly 
delivered, Mr. Feilding told me Mrs. 
Deleau read it, and ſaid it requir'd no 
anſwer; and ſaid no more. Mr. Feilding 
asked me, whether I could not get a letter 
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were ſent from Mr. Feilding, by me, to 
the lady. The firſt prefent was a gold 
apron, ſtruck with green: That was the 


firſt preſent Mr. Feilding ſent to Mrs. | 
Wadfworth, whom he thought was Mrs. 


Deleau all the while; but it was Mrs. 
Wadſworth. 1 did not think Mrs. Deleau, 
ho was a great fortune, would agree to 


marry a man of Mr. Feilding's character. 
Mr. Feilding kept ſending of preſents and 


letters from that time, from the latter end 
of Bartholomew - tide, to my Lord Mayor's 
Day. He ſent her a ſuit of white ſattin 
knots, and gloves, and other things. He 


defired I would bring her to his lodgings on 


my Lord Mayor's Day, at night ; which I 
did about nine o'clock, in a mourning- 
coach. Mr. Feilding was not at home, 
but came immediately, When he came 
in, he fell down upon his knees, and kiſſed 


her, and expreſſed abundance of fond ex- 


preſfions. He asked her, © why ſhe ſtayed 
ſo long?” And © whether ſhe loved ſing- 
ing?” He ſaid, he would ſend for Mar- 
garetta to come up. When ſhe came, Mr. 


Feilding bid her 7 two ſongs which 


he loved; — Which ſhe did: The one was, 
« Charming Creature, and the other, 


« Ianthe the Lovely.” After which, Mr. 


Feilding ſent for two pints of wine, and 
ſome plumb cakes. He urged very much 
to marry her; but ſhe declined it, and 
made him a promiſe to come to him the 
Wedneſday following. In the interim ſhe 
ſent him a letter, to acquaint him ſhe could 


not come according to her appointment; 


but ſhe would come to him on the Friday 
following, which was the gth of November, 
Then he ſent her another letter, to deſire 
her not to fail, but come to his arms; and 
told her, that there wanted nothing but 
the holy father to join their happineſs; for 
their hearts were one already. And when 
Friday came, Mrs, Wadſworth and I went 
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Wee divers letters paſſed between them till | 


| to Mr. Feilding's lodgings again: He was 
my Lord Mayor's Day, Divers preſents | 


not within; but came running into the 
room in a little time after with a great deal 
of joy, and took Mrs. Wadſworth into his 
arms, and ſaid, Nothing could eaſe his 


| mind, but a promiſe to make aeg 
e 


in marrying him preſently.“— He ſaid, 

would fetch the Prieſt; but Mrs, Wadſ- 
worth refuſed his propoſal, and would have 
diſſuaded him from going then; and de- 


ſired him to put it off till another time, 


and would have gone away: But he would 


not hear of it; and ſaid, ſhe had diſap- 


pointed him before; and that he had re- 


pented he had let her. go away before ; but 
now he was reſolved to make her his own, 
before ſhe went away. Mr. Feilding then 


went for the Prieſt, and locked the cham- 


ber-door after him, and took the key with 


him, for fear Mrs. Wadſworth ſhould go 
away; and ordered Boucher to let nobody 


into the dining- room till his return. Mr: 


Feilding returned in a little time, and 
brought a Prieſt with him, in a long red 


gown lined with blue, and a long be ard, 


and a fur cap. Mr, Feilding told her, that 


this was the holy father that was to make 


them one. Mr. Feilding then ordered the 
man to lay the cloth, and fetch a diſh of 


pickles to ſupper. —At ſupper Mrs. Wadſ- 


worth feemed cautious; and for fear the 
Prieſt ſhould not be in orders, ſaid. How 
ſhall I know that this is a Prieſt in or- 
ders?” Mr. Feilding queſtioned him. Then 
the Prieſt pulled a picture out of his pocket, 
about the bigneſs of a crown- piece; and 


told them, That none but Prieſts had 


ſuch pictures.“ And that ſhe might be 
o_ urther ſatisfied, ſhe deſired another 
roken. e AAP": em 


5 


7 . 4 Ni 
After this, Boucher, and the reſt of the 


ſervants were ordered down ſtairs. Then 
the Prieſt called for water, ſalt and roſe- 


mary, to. make holy water. Boucher 


brought up water and ſalt, but could get 
no roſemary. Mr, Feilding and I received 
| It 


Feilding locked the 
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jt at the dining-room door. Then Mr. 
| door, and took the 
key in the inſide. Mr. Feilding asked 
Mrs. Wadſworth, whether it ſhould be 
done in the bed-chamber, or dining-room ? 
Mrs. Wadſworth agreed it ſhould. be in the 
bed-chamber. There were none preſent, 
but Mr. Feilding, Mrs. Wadſworth, the 
Prieſt, and myſelf., The Prieſt made holy 


water, and bleffed it: Then he et Mrs. 
Wadſworth at the right of Mr. Feilding : 


The Prieſt ſtood before them, and read the 
ceremony in Latin, as I underſtood ; and 
Mrs. Wadſworth ſaid, © She was not yet 
ſatisfied he was a Prieſt.” Then he laid 
down his book, took from under his gown 
a piece of ſilk like a ſcarf, that was marked 


with a croſs in the middle; and ſaid, none 
but Prieſts uſed ſuch a thing. Then Mrs. 
Wadſworth. was well. ſatisfied he was a 
- Prieſt, Says Mr, Feilding to her, Do 


Jou think, my dear, that I would have 


Y 


2" by 


»i 
£21 


any body to do this buſineſs, but the holy 


father?“ Mrs. Wedſworth was well ſatisfied 
till he came to that part, Wilt thou have 


this woman to thy wedded wife ?” She de- 
| fired it might be ſpoke in Engliſh by him, 
as Well as he could. He did ſo. He asked 


Mr. Feilding, Whether he would have 


this gentle woman to be his wedded wife?“ 


He ſaid, Yes, with all my heart.” _ He 
asked the lady then, Whether ſhe. would 
have this gentleman for her huſband ?“ She 


ſaid, ©. Yes,” faintly. : But, ſays Mr. | 
Feilding, you don't ſpeak it fo carneftly as 


I do: Tou muſt ſay, “ With all my heart 
and foul.” Which ſhe did. Then the 
Prieſt bleſſed the. ring, and gave it to Mr. 
Feilding, to put it on the lady's finger. 


He ſaid ſomething in Latin, but what it 


was I know not. Then we went into the 
dining: room. Boucher, brought up wine; 
and. when all had drank, the Prieſt was 
diſcharged. Mrs, Wadſworth and I went 


into, the bed. chamber, and I put her to 


bed, Mr. Feilding called her his “ Dear. 
| 8 4 


— — 


—_ 


| Parting 


would come and fetch her. 


W 7 
wife, the Counteſs of Feilding;“ and ſaid, 
he would make haſte and fly to her arms. 


After I put her to bed, he went to bed to 


[] 


her; and ordered me to come into the 
room to ſee them in bed; which I did. 
I roſe the next morning, and came to Mr. 
Feilding's room, where Boucher came ſoon 
after to light a fire: Then I faw Mrs. 
Wadſworth in naked bed with Mr. Feild- 
ing. Mrs. Wadſworth put on her cloaths 
as ſoon as ſhe could; and a hackney-coach 
was called for her, and ſhe went away. At 
with Mr. Feilding, ſhe told him, 
ſhe did not know when ſhe could return; 
but about a fortnight after, ſhe came 
again. There were fires made in both 
rooms, and candles lighted up; clean 
ſheets upon the bed, and every thing pre- 
pared for her lying there. Mrs. Wadſ- 
worth went to bed. Mr. Feilding did not 


come home till late that night. I ſaw them 
that night in bed, and went into the room 


the next morning, and ſaw them in bed 
again: She roſe, and went away as before. 
Mr. Feilding deſired her not to ſtay ſo long 
as ſhe had done before; for if ſhe did, he 
She promiſed 
him ſhe would return ſooner. Mr. Feild- 
ing kept ſending of letters to her between 


times, which was about fifteen or ſixteen. 


days, till ſhe came to him again. He de- 
fired her to come to him, and he would be 


at home to receive her, She accordingly 


came to him, after having given him notice 
of her coming. He was not at home when 
ſhe came; but ſhe went to ſupper by her- 
ſelf. She had for her ſupper ſome toaſted 
cheeſe, a pint of wine, and a bottle of oat 
ale, When he came home to her, he asked 


her, Why, ſhe did not ſend for ſomething 
better for ſupper ?” They went to bed 


again, as before; and I ſaw them in bed 
together. Mrs. Wadſworth got up in the 
morning,; Mr. Feilding treated her ; and 
away ſhe went as before. Then Mr, 
Feilding kept writing to her, [which letters 

are 
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- W adſwortH came; but neither Mr. Feild- 


the had not been. there Tone. but 
came in, and ſaid, that he had brought his 


Ducheſs of Cleveland's. 


of it was in Engliſh. I heard Mr. Feilding 
Tay, He would take this lady to be his 
wedded wife.“ 


him, © Whether he took her with all his 
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are inſerted in their proper places] and de- | 


fired her to come to him again, a8 bein 

the laſt night ſhe ſhould lie with him at Is 
lodgings; for he was going to leave his: 
lodgings for altogether, and be with her 
Grace the Ducheſs of Cleveland. Mrs. 


ing nor Boucher were at the Jodgings : But 
ucher 


maſter*s night gown and ſlippers from the 


Council. Mrs. Villars, you ſay, moſt of 
the ſervice was in a language you did not 
underſtand. | 


Villars. It was, my Lord But one part 


Council. Who is that lady! ? 

Villars. That lady, Mrs. Wadſworth; 
pointing at her; (She being in court.) 

Council. What did you hear Mrs. Wadf- 
worth ſay? 

Villars. J heard her ſay, © That me took 
Mr. Feilding to her wedded husband.“ 
Council. What did you obſerve elſe that 
was remarkable? 

Villars. I ſaw the ceremony of the ring 
performed. I ſaw the Prieſt bleſs the ring 
with holy- water, and ſign himſelf with the 
ſign of the croſs. The Prieſt held Mrs. 
Wadſworth by the lower joint of the finger, 
and put the ring on. 

Council. What is Mrs. Wadſworth's 
Chriſtian name? a 45 

Villars. Mary. | 

Council. What did he fay further, 1 
he ſaid, I take thee to be . wedded 
wife? 


Villars. He named no name, but 1 returned. 


take this lady, &c.“— The Prieſt asked 


heart and ſoul?” He ſaid, © I take her 
with all my heart, and ſoul, and blood, 
and every thing elſe.“ 


Council. ber! 0 5 was this ? 


Villars. Bartholomew. tide was 
e as, gear as I can remember 
to the time. 5 | [9s 

Council. Did Mr. Feildin tell ou he 
had been at Waddon ? aſh 4 ö 

Villars. Yes, he did; ban ſaid, that he 


had ſeen the 7 a pitt through . window, 
whence he fell in Tove 

Council. Why "was. ti be kept 
1 


Villars. Berauſe Mr. F ellding took the 
lady to be Mrs. Deleau. 

Juſt. Powel. * long as it before it 
Was diſcovered? 

Villars. It was not diſcovered till the 
latter end of May, lat, or the beginning of 

une. 
5 Juſt. Powel. When was the time Mr, 


| Feilding was married ? 


Villars., It was the ninth of N ovember 
was twelve months. þ 
Council. What was the reaſon Y 
marriage was carried on ſo privately 2 a e 
Villars. The reaſon was, becauſe Mes, 
Deleau had a father alive,, who had in his 
hands a part of her fortune; and fot = 


| of diſobliging him, Mrs. Wadſworth, * 


went for Mrs. Deleao, was willing i ſhould, 
be kept private. © 

Council. Can you tell the ator of its 
being diſcovered ? 0D * 

Villars. Mrs. Wadſworth ſent to Mr. 
Feilding for money, — Then Mr. Fend 
found he had not a woman of that fortune 
which he took her to be. When Mt. 
Feilding did find it out, he took Mrs. 
Streights into a cloſet, at the Dychels of 
Cleveland's, and ſent for me there: Then 
Mr. Feildin "g wanted to have the preſents 5 

r. Feilding then beat me, and 

asked me whether that was a fit wife fur 
him? And then took a thing made of fteel 
at one end, and a hammer at the other 
end; and told me, if I would not unſay 


|: what 1 ſaid of N. Wb Wadſ- 


— 


that he would get two blacks; 


at your lodgings, 
Was twelve months. 


A fortune ? 
Mrs. Deleau. 


TRIAL or ROBERT FEIL DING, Es d. 


worth, he would ſlit: my noſe off: And 
the one 
ſhould hold me upon his back, and the 
other ſhould break my bones. 

Juſt. Poel. One would have thought 
you ſhould have been afraid to have ſeen 
Mr. Feilding. 

Villars. My Lord, it was not till then 
found out. 

Sir James Montague. My Lord, I think 
ſhe hath clearly proved the marriage; and 
that ſhe ſaw them three times in bed toge- 


ther, in-the ſpace of ſix weeks after the 


marriage. 

Mr. Feilding. By what name did Mrs. 
Wadſworth go? | 

Villars. By no name at all. 

Feilding. Did 1 ever appear with her in 
public? 

' Villars, No, never. 

Feilding. What was the firſt place I faw 
her inf?! 

Villars. The firſt place you ſaw her, was 
laſt Lord Mayor's Day 


" Feilding. My Lord, I defire it may be 
asked her, how ſhe came to think that I 


| ſhould ſend ſuch mean preſents as ſhe 


mentioned, to a lady of Mrs. Deleau's 


hey were not at all ſuitable to 


Juſt. Powel. Ay, Mrs. Villars, what ſay 
you to that? Mr. 'Þ eilding thinks it a very 


ſtrange thing, that he ſhould ſend ſuch 
trifles to a lady of Mrs. Deleau's quality. 


Villars. He did think, at that time, that 
he made his addreſſes to Mrs. Deleau; and 
I am ſure ſuch preſents were ſent; and he 
was really married to her, and married her 
for Mrs. Deleau. 

Juſt. Powel. Mrs. Villars, Mr. F cilding 
deſires this queſtion ſhould be asked you; 


When was the firſt time you acquainted the 


Ducheſs of Cleveland with this matter? 
Villar. I will tell your Lordſhip. Mrs. 


. Feilding that is now, told me, Mr. Feild- 


| Pillars. 


9 
| ing beat her at the lodge at Whitehall, (I 
did not fee the beating) and ſaid, ſhe ſhould 
have occaſion to bring me upon my oath, 

to prove that Mr. Feilding was married to 
her the gth of November, 1: went with 


Mrs. F eilding to the Duke of Grafton, and 
told him, I was ſure he was married the 


9th of November before. 

Juſt. Powel. How long was it after the 
beating, before you and Mrs. Feilding 
went to the Duke of Grafton ? 

Villars. It was about three weeks. 

Juſt. Powgl.. Are you ſure it was before 


| that time that there was any parting be- 


twixt Mr. Feilding and the Ducheſs of 
Cleveland? 

Mrs. Feilding e me 
with it herſelf, that the beating was before 


the difference between the Ducheſs of 


Cleveland and Mr. Feilding. 

Council. Although you Ka not ſee what. 
paſſed at Whitehall; whether was this 
before the difference between the Ducheſs 
and Mr. Feilding ? 

Villars. | believe itwas about en 
or three weeks. 

Feilding. How came it to paſs that it was 
not diſcovered till now of late? 

Villars. It was not diſcovered till ſhe fie 
to Mr. Feilding for money, about May, 
after the marriage. 

Juſt» Peel. Why did not you apply 
yourſelf to Mr. Feilding for the reward! 

Villars. I was to have no reward. 

Feilding. Mrs. Villars, What reward did 
the Ducheſs of Cleveland promile you ? 

Villars. I never ſaw the Ducheſs of 
Cleveland ; and [ was never promiſed any 
reward. 

Juſt. Poel. Was you not to have had 
a reward for helping Mr, Feilding to Mrs 
Deleau? 

Villars. Mrs. Streights left ſuch word 


my lodgings ; but | had no promiſe of it 
from Mr. Peilding. | 
| | - ay; 
| * 
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Mr. Searle. 


Villars has given you ſo full an account of 
every thing J have opened, that all that we 
have to do now, is to ſupport Mrs. Villars's 
evidence z and to make it appear to your 
Lordſhip, that ſhe is right in all theſe par- 


ticulars that ſhe tells you of. And the 


better to make ourſelves underſtood, we 


will go on, and give your Lordſhip an 
account how theſe things were carried on 


from time to time. But firſt we ſhall 
prove to your Lordſhip, how that after 


Mr. Feilding was thus married to Mrs. 


Wadſworth, he did actually marry the 


Ducheſs of Cleveland. N 
Feilding. My Lord, I do not deny my 
marriage to the Ducheſs of Cleveland. 


Sir James Montague. Then, my Lord, 
we will not trouble you with any proof of 
that matter, but go on with making out the 
circumſtances of his marriage with Mrs. 
Wadſworth; and we ſhall verify, in every 


particular, Mrs. Villars's evidence. And 
firſt we ſhall prove, that he actually took a | 


copy of Mr. Deleau's will. For that call 
| (Who was ſworn. 

Sir James Montague. Mr. Searle, give 
my Lord and the Jury an account of what 


you know of Mr, Feilding's coming to | 


Doctors Commons, to ſee the will of Mr. 


Deleau. 


ö 


Searle. My Lord, I am ſervant to Mr; 


Cottle, Proctor to the Prerogative-Office, 
Mr. Feilding came to Doctors Commons 
about the beginning of Michaelmas Term, 
1705, and deſired me to ſearch, and ſee 
whether Mr. Deleau's will was come into 
the office, or no. 
lendar, and found it was come in; and 
ſpoke to the Clerk, in whoſe poſſeſſion it 
was, and he read it over to him ; and he 
deſired a copy of it, which I wrote out. 
Mr. Feilding came in three days after for 
it, but it was not done. I deſired him to 


come another time; which he did, and 


had it. 


1 looked into the Ka- 
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Sir James Montague. My Lord, Mrs. 


Council. Who did he beſpeak it of? 
Searle. He beſpoke it of me, and had 
the copy of me. . | 
Council, When was this? 
Michaelmas Term. wt 
Sir James Montague. The next thing we 
ſhall prove, is, that Mr. Feilding was 
actually at Waddon, Mrs. Deleau's houſe: 
And we ſhall prove that even by Mrs. 
Deleau. (Who was ſworn. 


acquaintace with Mr. Feilding? 
Dieleau. None at all. 


your houſe in the country? _ 
Deleau. He did about Bartholomew-tide 
was twelve-month. | | 


ſight of you, Madam? 
Deleau. No, my Lord, he was not in 


the houſe, but in the garden. 


Council, Do you know Mrs. Villars ? 
Deleau. I do, my Lord. 


Cleveland and Mr. Feilding had a deſire to 
ſee the gardens ? . 
Deleau. She did ſo; and it was about 
the ſame time Mr. Feilding had been there, 
or ſome little time after, J believe. 
Council. Did you go to the race on Ban- 
ſtead Downs ? 4 | 
Deleau. No, my my Lord. . 
Council. Did Mrs. Villars uſe to cut your 
hair? 
1 No, my Lord — her miſtreſs 
id. 


your houſe from Mr. Feilding? 
Deleau. I heard there was. 
Council. Who received the letter from 


Mr. Feilding? 


Deleau. Some of the ſervants, but I re- 


ceived none; but ſome of the ſervants 


| received it. I was then at my father's, 


and 


Searle, It was about the beginning of 


Council. Pray, Madam, have you any 


Council. Do you remember he came to- 


Council, When he was: there, had he a 


Council. Did ſhe ever come to you upon 
ſuch a meſſage, that my Lady Ducheſs of 


Council. Was there any letter brought to 


rs 
Sy 


and left orders that they ſhould take in no 
letters but ſuch as came from my relations, 
which would come by themſelves.” | 
Council. When had you notice e of Mr. 
Feilding' s being at your houſe? _ 
Deleau. My own butler came up, and 
acquainted me Mr. Feilding was below. 
He came to my houſe with the character of 
Major-General Villars. I did not ſee him; 
but here's the lady that ſaw him out of the 


window ; who, it ſeems, he took for my 
ſelf. 


That Lady ſworn. 


That Mr. Feilding ſaw Mrs. Deleau thro? 
a window — Madam, do you remember 
Mr. Feilding was at Waddon, and when ? 
Lady. He was there about Bartholomew. 
tide was twelve- month. I did ſee him 


of it. 
Council. Then call Mr. Boucher, (who 


was ſworn. _ 
Council. Mr. Boucher, pray give my 


Lord and the jury an account bot all you 
ZZ know of this matter. 

* Boucher. My Lord, I went with Mr. i 
Feilding to my Lord - Mayor s Show laſt 
Lord-Mayor's Day was twelvemonth. 
went in his chariot to Mr. Feilding's, a 
1 linen-draper's, 
7 L Airs. v 


He 


at the Three Legs in 
looked into the balcony and 
8 faw Mrs. Villars there—My maſter came 
gown again, and went to Sir Baſil Fire- 
braſs's; from thence I was ordered to go 
nome, and meet my maſter in Bond-ſtreer , 

1 Which I did. He aſked me whether any 
body had been at his lodgings to enquire 
for him? I ſaid, no, and went home again. 

Then I found the Lady and Mrs. Villars 
Far Mr. Feilding's lodgings, They had 
been there but a little time, but Mr. Feild- 
Jing came in. Mr, Feilding complimented 
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the lady, and asked her if ſhe lo ved ſing- 
ing? Mrs. Margaretta was ſent for, and 


Council. My Lord, we. only bring this 
Lady to prove what the firſt witneſſes ſaid, 


through a window, and informed my. couſin 5 


| 


accommodated this lady and Mrs. Villars 
with two ſongs. Mr. Feilding treated them 


with a bottle of wine and a plumb- cake 


Margaretta went away; and ſoon after 
Mrs. Villars and this lady went away. So, 
ſays Mrs. Heath afterwards to me, do you 
know what woman of quality that is in the 
coach? This Mrs. Heath is the landlady 
where Mr. Feilding lodged. Mrs. Villars 
and the lady went away in a coach. She 
was in a mourning-dreſs, and the coach v was 


| mourning coach. 


Council. What time was "thi dt 
Boucher, It was my Lord-Mayor's Day 
was twelve-month, on the twenty. ninth of i 
October. | 
Council. Well, go on, and tell what vou 
know of the marriage. 
Boucher. Not long after this, my maſter 
ordered me to be at home, to get clean 
ſheets for the bed, wax - candles, and ſconces, 


and l both rooms: He told me ſome 


ladies Whuld be there that night; and or- 


dered if he was not at home when they 


came, to tell them, that he would be there 
preſently. Accordingly they came, and he 
was not at home; but in a little time he 
came and went up to them. Some time 
after that, he came down ſtairs in great 
haſte, and ſaid, Boucher, go and beſpeak 
a diſh of pickles. I did ſo; and brought 
over a cloth, and the reſt of the things, 
and left them in the window. J ſtaid by 
the ſtairs till he came back in a hackney- 
coach, with a Prieſt along with him in a 
long gown, and long beard, and a fur 
cap; I knew him to belong to the Em- 
peror's Envoy ; and I heard Mr. Feilding 
call him, Reverend Father. Then I was 
ordered to ſet the table and glaſſes, and 
wine, and things of that kind, upon the 
ſide-board. I waited at table all the while. 
When ſupper was over, Mr. Feilding or- 


dered me to go down and fetch water, 
ſalt, 
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ſalt, and roſemary. I went and got water 
and falr, but could get no roſemary. Then 


| was ordered to go down, and they were 
locked in about three quarters of an. hour : 
He then called, Boucher, ſays he, will you 
fill ſome wine ?—I did fo, and perceived 
upon the thumb of this lady, upon her left 
hand, a plain gold ring, which before ſup- 
per ſhe had not, When this was over, the 
Prieſt went away. Preſently after, ſays 
Mr. Feilding, take the ſheets from my bed, 


and lay them on the other bed, for Mrs. 
Villars; and ſee that none lye there, I 
Mrs. Villars, 


told my maſter *twas done. 
in the mean time, put the lady to bed. 


When -I came down to tell them of it, 


I ſaw the lady's clothes upon a ſtool in the 
chamber ; and Mrs. Villars folding them 
up, and laying them in another room. I 


then light Mrs. Villars to bed, and then 


went to bed myſelf. In the morning I was 
called to make a fire; I then perceived 


Mr. Feilding and this lady in bed together. 
The fire being made, I was ordered to get 


a hackney-coach. Mrs. Villars dreſſed the 
lady haſtily, and ſhe was carried away in 
the hackney-coach. About a fortnight 
after, Mr. Feilding ordered me to prepare 
the lodgings again. T his lady came to my 
maſter's lodgings that night, and had ſome- 
thing for ſupper, my maſter ordered me to 
get ready Mrs. Villars's bed: I did ſo. In 
the morning was called down to make a 
fire, which I did; .the curtains being 
open next the fire, I perceived them in bed 
again. I was ordered to get a hackney- 


coach, which I did; and they went away | 


again. This was about the twenty. fifth of 
November. Soon after this, | underſtood 
by ſome of the Ducheſs of Cleveland's ſer- 
vants, that Mr. Feilding was married to 
my lady the Ducheſs, At the ſame time 
Mr. Feilding ordered me to go to 
Mrs. Heath's, to bring his night-gown, 
cap and ſlippers to the Ducheſs of Cleve- 
land's houſe, and to attend the next morn- 


ing with clean linen, his wig, &c. And 
about, or on the fifth of December, ſays 
he, Boucher get my lodgings in order 


again, for I expect Mrs. Villars and the 
lady to be there; which accordingly I did. 


I was ſent from the Ducheſs of Cleveland's 
with his night-gown, cap and ſlippers. 
Mrs. Villars and the lady came accordingly 
that night, and had a boiled chicken for 
ſupper. Mr. Feilding and the lady lay to- 
gether that night; and in the morning I 
ſaw them in bed together; and when ſhe got 
up, ſhe went away again in a hackney-coach. 
That was the laſt time I ſaw the lady in 
Arr. Feilding's lodgings. 

Council, Were you at Epſom with Mr. 
Feilding ? 4 e 

Boucher. I was there with him, and went 
to Waddon with him to Mrs. Deleau's. 


Mr. Feilding went into the gardens, and 


walked in them. 1 
Feilding. I would aſk you, Boucher, 
whether the Prieſt that came in a red gown 
lined with blue, whether you did not ſome- 
times ſee him dine at the Ducheſs of Cleve- 
land*s houſe ? 


Boucher. I did ſee him there; I cannot 


ſay often ; but once I am ſure I did. 


Juſt. Poel. Was not that Prieſt that 


was-there that night upon which Mr, Feild- 
ing was ſuppoſed to be married, at the 
Ducheſs of Cleveland's. 

Boucher. I ſaw him there once. 

Juſt. Powel. Was it before or after that 

ſuppoſed marriage ? 

Boucher. I cannot be poſitive whether it 
was before or after. _ 

Feilding. Whole ſervant are you at this 
time ? 34 | 

Boucher, I am now Cook to Col, Webb's 
regiment, 

Feilding. How came you here? 

Boucher. My maſter deſired me to go to 
the Duke of Gratton's houſe, where his 
Grace told me I was to juſtity the truth of 
what 1 knew of Mr. Feilding's marriage; 

that's 


that's all, I was ſent to England for by 


5 my maſter. 
Feilding. I deſire to know whether he | 


did not only make Mrs. Villars's bed, but 
lie with her likewiſe ? | 


ſworn.) 


| Sir F. Montague. Mrs. Martin, will you 


give my Lord and the Jury an account of 


what you know of Mrs. Villars ? 


Mart in. I know Mrs, Villars. 
Council. What do you know of her, and 


of any body elſe colting to your ſiſter's 
houſe after Mr. Feilding ? 


Martin. The next day after the dings 
were taken, Mrs. Villars came and asked 
for "4 Major, - General, and continued 
comihg almoſt every day as long as he was 


at our houle. 


Council, What time did Mr. F eilding | 
come firſt to your houſe ? 
Martin. It was the beginning of October 


Was twelvemonth. | 
Council. Did you ever ſee any other gen- 
tlewoman come with her? 


Martin. My Lord, on my Lord- Mayor”: $ 


Day at night I ſaw Mrs. Villas come in, | 


and another geatlewoman with her. 
Council. Did you ſee the coach they 
came in? 
Martin. There are others that ſaw the 


mourning- coach. 


Council. What time was Wh, ; ? 

Martin, It was my Lord-Mayor's s Day 
at night. 

Council, Where do you live! 2 


Martin. At Mrs. Heath's „ my ſiſter's s in 
Pil. Mall at that time. 


Council. Did Mrs. Villars and the wy 


continue there all night? LA 
Martin. No, they did not. 


Council. Was there any body came in af. | 
terwards : 5 


N 


Martin. I did not ſee any body. 
Council. How long did they abo in 
your liſter's lodgings that night? 


Council. Call Mrs. Martin. (who was 
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Martin, 1 cannot tell. 

Council. Did you ſee them there again ? 

Martin. The ſecond time was about No- 
vember, 

Cond, Who came then? 

Martin. I did not ſee them come in; 
but Mrs. Villars came into the parlour, and 
faid, that there was the ſame lady that had 
been there the night before. 

Council. Did they ſtay then that night ? 

1 believe they ſtayed there that 
night ? 

ene Did you ſee them 20 away in the 
morning? 

Martin. I did not ſee them i in the morn- 
ing? 

Council, Did you ever ſee any body come 
at them whilſt they were there in an extra- 
| ordinary habit,” a red gown, &c. ? 

Martin. There was a tall man knocked 
at the door in a long gown, blue facing, 
and fur-cap, with a long beard. He was 
3 to the Major- General's, up 

airs. | 

Council. Do you remember the ſupper 
that night? 

Marlin. I remember a diſh of pickles. 
* Council, How long did the * in 
red ſtay? 

Martin. I know not; I did not ſee bim 
go away again. 

Council. Do you remember that the lady 
and Mrs. Villars, with a gentleman in red, 
and Mr, Feilding were together? 

Martin. I remember when they were to- 
ther, Boucher was ſent down. 

Council. Do you. remember any bed got 
ready? 

Martin. I remember that orders was 5 
given to his ſervant to make ready a eds 
and to put on clean ſheets, _ 

Juſt. Potel. Do you believe there was 
any. marriage that night.? 

"Martin. 1 do not know any thing of the 
marriage. 

Council. Then 
D 
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Council. Then call Mrs. Heath, (who 
was worn.) . 
Sir J. Montague. Mrs. Heath, give an 

account what time Major-General Feilding 

came to take lodgings at your houſe. 


Heath. About the beginning of October 


laſt was a twelvemonth. 

Council. Do you remember that one Mrs. 
Villars came to ſee him there? 

Heath. Yes, frequently, my Lord, ſhe 


has been in my parlour, and told me there 


frequently, that ſue came from a lady of 


quality. 


Council. Did you ever ſee this lady. 

Heath. I never ſaw her, my family being 
retired from lodgers. 

Council. What diſcourſe did you hear 
from Boucher? 

Heath, He ſaid that a woman of quality 
was there, and that ſhe came there two or 
three times with Mrs. Villars. 

Council. What time did you hear of that 


lady” s being there firſt? 


Heath. On my Lord Mayor's Day; for 
I dined in the city, and when I came home, 
my family acqainted me with it. Mrs. 
Villars came down to me one night, which 
was the night the man in red was there, 


but I did not ſee him. 


Sir F. Montague. Do you. know of their 
ſtaying there all night? 

Heath. Mrs. Villars came to me, and 
faid that her lady was a perſon of quality, 
worth 80,000]. ſhe ſhewed me a little 
picture, which ſhe ſaid was her lady's 
picture : That night ſhe came to me, and 
delired that the lady and ſhe might lie in a 
room up two pair of ſtairs ; for they had 
ſtaid late, and did not care to go home, I 
diſputed it, but ſhe ſaid we ſhould have no 
trouble, for Boucher ſhould make the 
bed, and the General's ſheets ſhould ſerve 
them. 

Council. Do you remember at any time 


after that, that Mr. Feilding came to you, 


and railed guns Mrs. Villars ? 


| 


| Pall- Mall; 
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Heath. He did come to my houſe, after 
he had diſcharged my lodgings, and he told 
me that Mrs. Villars was a very bad woman; 


and that ſhe impoſed a woman of the town 


upon him for a woman of quality, 

Council. What time was it that Mr, Feild- 
ing told you ſo? : 

Heath. It was two or three months ago, 
but I don't well remember the time; ſays 
he, Damn her, I do not know how ſhe 
contrived it, but I ſaw her at a woman 
of quality's houſe in the country.” ” ple 
ſaid this at that time. 

Council. Let's hear it again. 

Heath. Mr. Feilding told me, © That 
Mrs. Villars was a bitch, and had impoſed 


a baſe woman upon bim, inſtead of a wo- 


man of quality.” He ſaid likewiſe, That 
he thought he ſaw the lady look out of a 


window of a perſon of quality's houſe in the | 


| country.” 

Juſt. Poel. Mrs. Heath, did you ever 
hear or believe that they were married? 

Heath: 1 did not believe it a marriage, 
but a converſion becauſe his man came 
down into the parlour, and aſked for ſalt 
and water, and roſemary ;, which occaſioned 
theſe words, Lord, (ſaid I) I fancy they 


| are making a convert of this woman 6: be- 
And 
his man at that time md, there was a Prieſt 


cauſe they ſaid it was a Prieſt above. 


above. 


Feilding. Did my man, at chat time, tell 
you I was married to that woman, or any 


time elſe? 
Heath. Nothing, my Lord; nobody told 


me Mr. Feilding was married at that 


time. 
Council. Then call Mrs. Margaretta, (who 
was ſworn.) 


Margaretta. My Lord, I remember that 


Mr. Feilding ſent for me to his lodgings in 
| was ſent for in the evening, 
but J can't tell how long it was before he 
was married to my Lady Ducheis. 


Council, 


” — — — 


Council. What company was there in the 
room at that time? 
Margaretta. I cannot tell. 


Council. What were the ſongs yo 


ſong f 


Margaretta. 1 ſung ſeveral Italian ſongs, 
and one Engliſh, and that was Ianthe we 


Lovely. 
Council, Who was cen i in the bat} 


Margaretta. Nobody was there then, as 
I remember, bur the * Mr. 
Feilding, and I. 

Council. What fort of woman was this 
you ſpeak of ? 
Margaretta. She was in mourning; ſhe 
had a velvet-ſcarf, I never heard her 
ſpeak, for he deſired me to ſing that ſong, 
c“ Tanthe the Lovely ;” for he ſaid he had 
the original of 1 it, and had tranſlated it out 
of Greek. 

Juſt. Powel. Were you then mare than 
once at Mr. Feilding's lodgings? 


Margaretta. But once; and ſaw no more 
there than the gentle woman that ſat by the 


fire with her back towards me. But I did 
not ſee her face, nor hear her ſpeak, 
Juſt. Powel, What time was it? 


Margaretta. I cannot tell juſtly the | 


time; it was dirty weather. and dark: I 
believe it might be about ſix o'clock, but 
am not ſure. 

Feilding. My Lord, ſhe ſays there was 
but one woman there: Mrs. Villars was 
not there. 

Juſt. Poruel. Name the perſons that were 
there. 

Margaretta, There was that gentle- 
woman in mourning, whoſe name I do not 


know, Mr. Feilding, and myſelf; there 


was nobody elſe that I ſaw; and nobody 


could be there, but I mult ſee them, for I { 


was miſtreſs of all the doors, 


Juſt, Powel. Did Mr. Feilding pretend 


it was to entertain his wife? 
Margaretia. No; he deſired me to come 
to him, and left a direction at my lodgings, 
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and ſaid, there were ſome people of quality 
there; and when I ceme I ſaw none but 
the lady that ſat by the fire. 

Council. Then call Mrs. Price, (who w. was. 
ſworn.) 
Council. Mrs. Price, do 10 live at Mrs. 
Heath's houſe? 

Price. J do. e 

Council. Give an account to my Lord of 
the mourning- coach coming to Mr. Feild- 
ing's lodgings on Lord-Mayor's ay was 


] twelvemonth. 


Price. I ſaw a mourning-coach come to 
Mr. Feilding's lodgings at Mrs. Heath's 
houſe, but did not ſee the ladies come out 
of it; two ladies were lighted into Mr. 
Feilding's lodging's, Mrs. Villars and ano- 


ther; and Mrs. Villars followed the other 


lady up ſtairs, and immediately Mrs. Vil- 


lars came down, and asked for the General: 


Boucher in the mean time came in, and 
told them he would be there preſently. Ac- 
cordingly he came. They continued ſome 
time, and when they were gone, the coach 
was gone. 
Council. Was Mrs. Margareta there? 
Price. I did not ſee her. 
Council. Do you know of any other time 


of their coming there? 


Price. Some time after my Lord Mayor's 
Day, this gentlewoman and Mrs. Villars 
came again; at the ſame time Mrs. Martin 
told me ſhe led in a gentleman in red, in. 
an Armenian habit; but I cannot tell what 
he came there for; I think his man Boucher 
ſaid he was a Prieſt. 

Council. Whilſt the Prieſt was there, do- 
you remember Boucher's coming down for 
any remarkable thing? 

Price. I remember Boucher came down, 
0 do not remember what he came down 

or 

Council. How long did they ſtay. the ſe- 
cond time? 

Price. They ſtaid there all night; there 


x | were clean ſheets put on the bed, and 


lod gings 
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lodgings prepared for the lady and Mrs. 
Villars. 

Conncil. Do you know Mrs. Viſtars ? 
Price. I did know Mrs. Vülars by her 
coming to Mr. Feilding. 

Juſt. Poteel. Do you know what repu- 
tation Mrs. Villars has? 

Price, 1 do not, my Lord. 


Mrs. Heath called again, 


Heath. My Lard I never had any ac- 
quaintance with Mrs. Villars, no more than 
by her coming to the Major-General. One 


Mrs. Howard came with her, and ſhe has 


told me that ſhe was a woman of no repu- 
tation, and that ſhe was a finger tao, my 
Tan: © 


was ſworn.) 

Council. What do you know of Mr. Feild- 
ing's . a ring of you? Give us an 
account of n? _ 

Sone. 1 know Mr. Feilding by fight, he 
bought a gold ring of me, but I cannot re- 
member the time. 

Council. How long ago do you think 
it is? 

Some. 1 peliehe i it may be a year ago. 

Council. Was there any poſie in it? 

Sone. Yes, I graved the poſie whilſt he 
took a turn in the alley: The poſie was by 
his direction, (Tibi Soli.) 

Council. Who did J deliver this ring 
gene I ſold it out of my glaſs to Mr. 
Feilding. 

Council. Swear Mr. Wilkins, (he was 
ſworn.) 

Council, What do you, know of Mr. 
Feilding's buying aring of Mr. Sone ? The 
time when this ring was bought ? 

Wilkins. It is about a year and two 

months ago; I was by when the gentleman 
gave direction for it; and I ſaw him write 
down (Tibi Soli.) 


T RIAL. or ROBERT FEILDIN G, kid. 


Council. T hen call Tian Sone, — 


Council. Then ſwear the Regiſter of Poc- 


tors. Commons. 


| The Regitter of Doftors-Commons ſworn. 


Council. Shew the Regiſter the ring. 
Regiſter. My Lord this ring was brought 


by my Lady Ducheſs's Proctor with the 


letters. 


The ring produced, and ſhewn to Mr. 


Sone the goldfmith, who depoſed, that 
that was the ring which he made for 
Mr. Feilding; and the poſie the ſame 
which Mr. Feilding directed. 

Council. How do you know it to be the 
ſame which you ſold to Mr. Feilding? 
Sone. I know it to be the ſame by my 
mark and work. 


Mr. Cooke, Proctor, fworn. 


Cooks My Lord, there was a ring 
brought, it is the ſame that was exhibited 
in court, and the ring was brought firſt of 
all by the lady, Mrs. Feilding ; it was af- 
terwards in the cuſtody of W my 
brother brought it to me, and I delivered 
it to the Regiſter, and believe it to be the 


| ſame ring by the poſie (710i Soli.) 


Council. Now, my Lord, we ſhall prove 
Mr. Feilding's coming to Count Gallas's 
for s Prieft. . © 
Call Conſtantine Pozzy, (who was ſworn.) 

Council. Where do you live? 

Pozzy. I am ſervant to the Emperor $ 
Envoy. 

Council, Do you know Mr. Feilding ? 

Pozzy, I know General Feilding by 
ſight; I remember one night he came and 
asked for the Father in Red? I told him 
that he was not within; then he asked for 


| Count Gallas's Almoner (meaning Father 


Vanderber, his Lordſhip's firſt Chaplain), 
but he happened not to be within neither. T 
told him that Father Florence, one of the i 
Chaplains, was within. Then ſaid Mr. 


| | F eilding ; N 
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Feilding call him to me; I did fo. Upon 
which Mr. Feilding gave me half a crown. 
Mr. Florence came immediately to Mr. 


Feilding, 


Council, Was there a Prieſt at that time 
in red that had a long beard. 

Pozzy. My Lord had ſuch a Prieſt then ; 
after Mr. Florence and Mr. Feilding had 
been diſcourſing ſome time in the hall toge- 


ther, Mr. Florence went up ſtairs to Count 
Gallas; whilſt Mr. Florence was up ſtairs, 


the Father in Red came in; I ſaw Mr. 
Feilding and the Father in Red away 
together in the hackney- coach before Mr. 
Florence came down. | | 
Council, What time was this ? 
Pozzy. It was in November, the be- 
gining of it. 


Council. Did you hear what Mr. Feilding 
and Mr. Florence did diſcourſe oł 7 


Pozzy. No, nothing. 


Council. Fhen ſwear Mr. Florence, (who 
4 5 I Feilding after this? 


was {worn.) 


Council. Give my Lord, and the jury an 


account of what you know of Mr. Feild- 

ing's coming to you ? 
Florence. I have ſeen Mr. Feilding. 
Council. Upon what occaſion had you 

any diſcourſe with him? Ft. 


Florence. It was on Friday mght, poſt- 


nighr, about the beginning of November, 


Conſtantine Pozzy came under my cham- 
ber-window, called to me, and ſaid, here 
is Major General Feilding, he wants one of | 


the Chaplains, he deſires to ſpeak with you. 
I went to him immediately, and introduced 
him into the hall, The Major General 
ſpoke to. me in French. Sir, ſays he, I 
come here to look for the Father in Red; 
but I underſtand he 1s not at home; you 


will do as well, be pleaſed to go along with 


me. He told me he had courted a young 
lady for ſome time, and now found her 
well diſpoſed, and therefore defired me to 


go along with him to marry them. I un- 
derſtood there had been ſome treatment be- 


certain lady, was it not? 


—_— 


| tweem him and the Ducheſs of Cleveland, 


and therefore F asked him whether it were 
to the Ducheſs ; he did not inform me, I 


| told him I did not care to do any thing out 


of the houſe; and defired him to let me 
ask my Lord; fays he, give my ſervice to 
Count Gallas, and tell him. I went up to 
him and ſpoke to him, and told him the 
buſineſs Mr. Feilding came about. He bid 
me, fays he, What you do, do it wiſely. 
When I came down Mr. Feilding was 
gone, I was told that the gentleman in Red 
came' in, and that Mr, Feilding and he 


were gone away together, 


Council, That which he would have you 
to do, was to have married him with a 

Florence. It was ſo. 

Council. What time was that? 

Florence. It was upon Friday, I am 
ſure. *** 
Council. Had you any diſcourfe with Mr. 


Florence. The next Sunday after this, 
ſays he, I give you many thanks for the 


laſt favour. I knew of no other favour I 


did him but this. 
Council. Then call Matthew Paul, (who 

was ſworn.) 1 
Council. Do you give my Lord and the 

Jury an account of Mr. Feilding's beating 


a gentlewoman; and if any marriage was 


claimed at that time by a gentle woman. 
Paul. Mr. Feilding came to Whitehall 
Gate in a charior, he litt out of it. There 
was a hackney- coach brought two women, 
one of theſe women got out of the coach 
and came up to Mr, Feilding: Mr. Feild- 
ing called her bitch ; the lady called him 
rogue, and faid ſhe was his © lawful wife; 
at that Mr. Feilding having a ſtick, he 
punched it at her ; it happened upon her 
mouth, and made her teeth bleed. He 
ordered the centry to keep her *till he was 
gone, and he would give them a crown. 
She ſaid, as I told you before, that ſhe was 
his 
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his ( lawful wife,” and for that reaſon they | me to acquaint my Lord Duke of Nor- 
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Council. Sir, do you know what time 


this was ? 

Paul. I cannot juſtly tell: It was as near 
as I can judge, about the latter end of | 
Miy 

Council, Pray call Mrs. Feilding, and let 
the witneſs ſee if he knows the woman 
again that he ſaw Mr. Feilding beat. 

Mrs. Feilding called into court. 
Council. Is this the woman you ſaw? 
Paul. This is the woman, my Lord, I 

really believe. 

Council. Then ſwear Mr. Seymour, (who 
was ſworn.) 

Council. Do you know Mr. Feilding ? 

Seymour. Yes, Sir. 


Council. Do you remember his ong 


any woman at Whitehall-Gate ? 

Seymour. Yes, Sir. 

Council. What time was it? 

Seymour. It was in the laſt ſummer, but 
I cannot be poſitive to the time. 

Council. Do you know the gentle woman 
when you ſee her? 
Seymour. Yes I do; that's the gentle- 
woman (pointing to Mrs. Feilding) I am 
ſure of it. 


Council. What did ſhe ſay to Mr. Feild- 
ing? 

Seymour. She ſaid to him you are a 
rogue, I am your © lawful wife.” 
Council. Then ſwear Captain Eaton, (who 
was {worn,) 

Council. Captain, do you know any 
thing of Mr. Feilding's beating a woman? 

Capt. Eaton. I was at the King's-Arms 
Tavern, and whilſt I was there, the drawer. 
came to me, and told me there was two 
women would ſpeak with me; this woman 
(pointing at Mrs. Feilding) and another, 
whom ſhe called mother, She told me ſhe 

was married to Mr. kcilding, before he was 
married to my Lady Ducheſs ; and deſired 


| thumberland with it, that the Ducheſs of 
Cleveland might know of it: I told her I 

| did not deſign to concern myſelf about it. 

Leen told me : ſhe had been much abuſed by 
im. 

Council. What time was this ? 

Capt. Eaton. It was ſome time before the 
18th of Auguſt; it was the latter end of 
June, or beginning of July. | 

Council. Was it before the difference be- 
tween Mr. Feilding and my Lady Ducheſs? 

Eaton. It was before that time. 

Council. Now we ſhall produce Mr. 
Feilding's own letters, where under his 
hand your Lordſhip will find he took Mrs. 
| Wadſworth for Madam Deleau. 

Divers letters produced in court. 
Council. Call Mr. Lilley. (He appears. 
Council. Do you know theſe letters to be 

Mr. Feilding's hand-writing? 


LY I am a ſtranger to his hand. 


4 


Boucher called. 


j 


| Council. Can you read and write ? 


Boucher. Yes, my Lord, I can. 

Council, Do you know theſe letters to be 
Mr. Feilding's hand-writing ? 

Boucher. This is his hand, I believe. I 
| have ſeen him write an hundred times; 1 
have had the curioſity to obſerve his hand, 
and this 1s his own writing ? 

Council, Then ſwear Frances Beale, (who 
was ſworn.) 

Council, Do you know Mr. Feilding's 
hand-writing? 

Beale.” I do, my Lord. 

Council. Do you know that letter to be 
| his hand ? 

Beale. I have ſeen him write ſeveral times, 
and believe it to be his hand. 

Council. No, my Lord, we will beg the 
favour to read chef. letters, and firſt of all, 
one directed 

N To 
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To the Counteſs of Feilding. 

Sunday Night. 

I Hope my deareſt wife will eaſily believe 
that nothing can be welcomer to me than 
the aſſurance of her health; but as I re- 
cived hers but this day, I could not have 
the felicity of ſeeing her to morrow, and 


ſhe have notice of it; therefore if ſhe thinks 


fit on Thurſday next at four a-clock, I 

will ſee her at Puggy's, and there endea- 

your to repair this tedious abſence, 
Eternally Your own Feilding. 


Another Letter proved to be his Hand by | 


Boucher and Beale. 


To my Deareſt Wife, the Counteſs of Fielding. 
| Friday. 

I Had return'd my dear wife's favour 
long before now, but my Lady Ducheſs's 
ſickneſs on one hand, and more than or- 
dinary buſineſs (of which I will give my 
dear a particular account) on the other 
hand, has not given me a moment of time 


to write to my love. Puggy brings you | 


the ſet of knots you deſired, and the pat- 


tern of the damask; or if my deareſt life | 


wants any my elſe, ſhe may with pleaſure 
command it; for I am never ſo well pleaſed 
as when employed by my deareſt wife, and 
mult be ever her affectionate husband, till 
death, | 
Feilding, 


Another Letter proved by Boucher and | 


Beale. 
. VET 
The laſt letter I had from my deareſt 


wife has mortified me much, finding, that 


notwithſtanding all my kindneſles, ſhe taxes 
me with coldneſs in my letters, which I 
call Heaven to witneſs I never 1n the leaſt 
intended ; and beg my deareſt to give me 
ſome warning before the taxes me of un- 
kindneſs. Puggy tells me that my dear deſigns 
to come to town to-morrow, which I hope 
* 
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| 


| ſhe will put off till another day, becauſe 


I am obliged to be at her Graces to-morrow 
all the afternoon, and till late at night; 


but any other day my dear ſhall find ſhe is 


always welcome to the arms of him who 
loves her more than life itſelf; and I ſhall 
—_— fail of giving her freſh proofs that 
am, | | 
Her loving and affectionate Huſband, 
Feilding. 


Juſt. Powel. It is plain it is his hand; 
and that he wrote to one whom he terms 
his wife. 85 


be writ by Mr. Feilding, and ſent to his 
wife? | 


 Villars. I have ſeen them before, and 1 
believe them to be Mr. Feilding's hand. I 
ſaw Mr. Feilding write them, as well as I 


can ſee by my eyes; and when he had writ 


them, he delivered them into my hands, 


and ordered me to deliver them to his dear 
wife. | | | by 


in his letters? Who is Puggy ? 
Villars. He uſed to call me Puggy. 
Council, My Lord, we have done for the 
preſent, (having proved clearly his mar- 
riage with this woman) without Mr. Feild- 


ing denies his marriage to the Ducheſs of 
Cleveland. aa 


Feilding. My Lord, I own my marriag 
with the Ducheſs of Cleveland. 

Juſt. Poel. Mr. Feilding, you have 
heard from the evidence that hath been 
given againſt you, that you were married 
to another woman, before you were mar- 
ried to the Ducheſs of Cleveland: And 
now is the time to make your defence. 

Feilding. All the evidence againſt me, 
conſiſts in what Mrs. Villars hath ſaid: 
She is the only evidence that ſwears poſi- 
tively to this fact; the reſt are very incon- 


ſiſtent with themſelves. I beg of your 


Lordſhip, in a caſe ſo nice as this is, where 
my 


Council. Do you know theſe letters to 
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20 
my honour and reputation, and every thing 
that is dear lies at ſtake, that the evidence 
in this cauſe may be clear and poſitive. 
Mrs. Villars, my Lord, hath forfworn her- 
Felt; 1. In that ſhe ſwears ſhe cut Mrs. 
Dekau's hair: Mrs. Deleau takes notice 
that ſhe never cut it. And as to her repu- 
tation, it is ſo bad, that when our witneſſes 
are heard, I hope your Lordſhip will fee 
little reaſon to believe any thing ſhe ſays to 
be true. My Lord, we will prove, that ſhe 
hath been in cuſtody of a maſter of Bride- 
well; that there ſhe hath received the cor- 
rection of the houſe ; therefore I think ſhe 
is not fit to appear as evidence in this 
court. She ſwears, that the ſinging- woman 
was at the marriage; but it appears ſhe 
was not, for the ſinging- woman contradicts 
it. And as to this Mrs. Wadſworth, who 
they ſetup, ſhe was married to another man, 
one Bradby. TH 

Juſt. Powel, I muſt deal plainly with 
you, Mr. Feilding trom the proof : I can- 
not ſpeak of Mrs. Villars's credit, for ſhe 
is an ill woman (no doubt) from her own 
evidence, in that ſhe put a falſe woman up- 
on you: But her evidence is well ſupported 
by circumſtances of time and place; and 
all of them put together, bid fair for a 
proof, that you were married to this woman. 
You may call what witneſſes you you pleaſe 
to Mrs. Villars's reputation, and they may 
be heard. No woman of reputation will 
bring a mean woman to a man, inſtead of a 
perſon of quality. I think you ſay, Mrs: 
Wadſworth was married to another man at 
the ſame time; Indeed that will be to the 
purpoſe, if you can make it out. 

Feilding. My Lord, I can. She was 
married to another huſband, one Bradby. 
Call Elizabeth Baſſet. 0 

[Who was ſworn. 

Juſt. Powel. Do you call this woman to 
be witneſs to the marriage? 

Feilding. My Lord, I do. 


but I believe it is. 


| 
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Juſt. Powe], Do you know Mrs. Wadſ. 
worth ? . 

Baſſet. My Lord, I do not know her 
from another woman; bur there was a cer. 
tain woman, two or three months ago, came 
to take a name out of the regiſter-book. 

Council. What regiſter do you ſpeak of? 

Baſſet. The regitter of marriages in the 
Fleet. _ 

Council, Who keeps that book ? 

Baſſet, I keep it at preſent : My father- 
in-law 1s the keeper of them; but he is 
lick, and therefore he hath left them in my 
charge, , 

Council. Where is yout father? 

Baſſet. He is not able to appear. 
Council. Do you keep them in your cuſ- 
way f 

Baſſet. Yes, I do. 

Council. Does no body elſe come at them 
but yourſelf? CE pg “ 
| Baſſet. No, not this twelvemonth ; ſince 
they have been in my keeping. 

Council, Who then makes the entries ? 

Baſſet. Theſe were my father's books 


| when he was in health, 


Council. What can you ſay of this wo- 
man? ay 

Baſſet. I do not know her, But ſome 
time ago there was a woman came to my 
houſe : She told me, ſhe wanted to ſpeak 
with Mr. Baſſet. I told her, ſhe could not 
ſpeak with him. She preſſed to ſpeak with 
him: But when J told her he was ill, and 
could not be ſpoken with; ſays ſhe to me, 
here is a marriage in your book, of one 
Lilly Bradby and Mary Wadſworth. Says | 
ſhe to me, if you will put it out of your 
book, I will give you a piece of money. 

Council, Is this the woman that made you 
this offer ? | 

Baſſet. I will not ſwear to the woman: 
I never law her but that one time, my | 
Lord. I am not poſitive in the matter; 


The 


* 


upon this place now given as Wine y 
Baſſet + You T 


writing | ? 


the latter end of the hook? Las 
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The certificate of the marriage read. 


| Lil Bradby arch to Mary Wadl. 


worth, the 28th. of October, 1703. 
e man of St. James's, the wo- 


man of Sr, 'Margaret' $ Wetgiofter. | 
Juſt, Pot Who uſed to write 4 


Baſſet. At 


* ike 1 ordywe hired 
to wit: he 1 g 


17 Baſſet. 
Council. Have not you yourſelf ] looked | 


9 


Council. Whoſe hand is > th at 5 W 


| Boſe. Ir is my facher-in-law's ; he chat 
was clerk of the Fleet. 
Council. Is the whole leaf of his hand- 


Baſſet. T cannot tell. "20 
Juſt. Powe/, Can you read writing? | | 
_-_ IF my Lord. | 


1 be a ea hand 
from the wh) 


Council There are hands various in n this | 
book. 

Baſſe. My kinkead's brother uſed to 
make entries ſometimes. 

Sir James Montague. Does your huſ. 
band's brother uſe only to * entries W. 


Baſſet. I do not know: 
Council. Do you know. whea | the « e 
was made? 
Baſſet. I do notknow y 
made. "5 iy. 
Council. Do you aac chat there 
were any W with you to e 
the book ? 8 


en the entry was 


21 
Baſſet. Ves, Sir, there ere, 
Council, Did you ſhew them this'\ very 

| book 2 
Baſſet. L did not; Gals The. Wadl. 

worth ſaid there would. be Fore le - : 

— „ f 

Council. Have you ſeveral regil 


down Fong time ? 
'the certificates in the regiſter-book ? Y 


Baſſet. Ves, there are-ſeveral miniſters, - 
and therefore are entries made i in ſeveral 
books. 1 F 
Cauncil. Why u. were you ſo We to | 


giſter 1 1 2 Mrs. Wadſworth; when the gentlemen 


came 0 et the book for this wt . 
and you ſhewed them thee: books inſtead 


ET of this 


8"? Mrs. Wadſworth deſired me. 
(Pointing to the certificate. | | 


| any books to theſe geotlemen, where * 


| houſe: | 
(The certificate ved by the court, 


0 of marriages? 
| Baſſet. 


* 


| 


Boſe. I did not thew when chat becauſe. 


Council. What did n Wadiwc 
you? $5 © IEG. SPS e 
Baſſet. She gave me nothing. 4 will nor 
ng it was Mrs. Wadſworth. 

Council. Do you remen ar e ned 


were marriages regiſtered in #703? ; 
Baſſet. - The e is at N og in my 


Council. Do: you * een 1 
regiſter of marriages, tor ons! ans the . 
* and time? 
Baſſet. There are real books, and we. 
enter . ſometimes in one, and ſometimes 
in another; by reaſon that there are ſe- 
veral miniſters, and each daun his * 
lar book 5 
Council. Did the e ask you at 
that time, whether there were more 3 


I do 4eme e 1 + ol 55 
Council. How many books hap you. of 
that year ? 

- Baſſet. But two. 

Council. Did you ſhew- ! any falſe 
book ? That is, did you ſhew them a * 
regiſter of marriages for a true one? 

Baſſet. I know nothing of that. f 


| F Feilding. Cal | 
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Feilding, but between 
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22 
Feilding. Call Mrs. Drinkwater, 

| | [Who was ſworn. 

Juſt. Powel. Do you know Mrs. Vil- 

fars ? | 

Drinkwater. 1 have known her above a 


Juſt. Powel. What is her character and 
reputation? | ES if + 

Drinkwater. J know nothing of that 
But I know fo far of her, that ſhe ſaid ſhe 
was married to Colonel Feilding on the 5th 
of November ; ſhe accordingly gave it out 
that ſhe was with child by him. And that 
ſhe told me, that the Ducheſs of Cleveland 
proffered to give her 200], and 100]. a-year, 
for fifteen years, if ſhe would prove a mar- 


would do more for Mr. Feilding for 40l. 
than ſhe would for the Ducheſs of Cleve- 
land for a much greater ſum. And aid, 
it was purely want, that made her comply 
with my Lady Ducheſs's deſire. I have 
read all the letters between Mrs. Villars 
and the Colonel; and I never heard of any 
marriage between Mrs. Bradby, and Mr. 
Mr. Feilding and 

Mrs. Villars. 8 e 
Council. When was this diſcourſe between 
you and Mrs. Villars. | 
Drinkwater, I cannot tell exactly the 
day, but the time they were married was 
the fifth of November was twelvemonth, as 
ſhe ſaid. | en” 
Sir James Montague. You pretend to ſay, 
ſhe ſaid, that if Mr. Feilding gave her 40l. 


ſhe would do more for him, than ſhe would 


do for a greater ſum from my Lady 
Ducheſs. How long was this ago when 
ne ſaid this? 


; 


* 
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Council. How came you to be there when 
this diſcourſe was? ; eng 
Drinkwater, She, ſometime before, gave 
me an invitation to her lodgings ; and [ 
went to give her a viſit, and then this diſ- 
courle happened. „„ 
Council. Who was by then? a 
Drinkwater. None but I and ſhe, She 
ſaid it was want and neceſſity, that made 
her act after this manner. 
Feilding. Did ſhe not ſend for you, to 
tel you ſhe was going to forſwear her- 
Cll, 2 
Drinkwater. She talked of it firſt. 
Reon: When did you tell the Colonel 
of it ee 1) 
Drinkwater. I do not know juſtly the 
tums. | 
Council. How long have you been ac- 
quainted with Colonel Feilding ? = 
Drinkwater. Not but ſince this thing 
happaned. I never had any further conver- 
ſation with him, than to ſpeak in her behalf 
to him. But I have this further to ſay; 
that an outlandiſh man came to me about 
a fortnight's diſtance, and ſaid, if Icould do 
| any thing on the behalf of the Ducheſs of 
Cleveland, it would be a conſiderable ſum 
of money in my way. no 

Council, Where do you live yourſelf ? 

Drinkwater. J live in the ſame houſe 
where Mrs. Villars lodged : I am a ſervant 
to one Captain Howard ; my maſter is now 
in the ſervice, oY 
Council. Who lives in the family? 

Drinkwater. We have none but a foot- 
man and my maſter. Ts 
Feilding. Call Mrs, Engliſh, 

| (Who was ſworn, 


Drinkwater. It was about three months, | Juſt. Powe!. What have you to ſay ? 


or better. 5 
Council. Where was this diſcourſe, pray? 
Drinkwater. It was at her lodgings, 

when ſhe lodged at the back-ſide of Red- 

Lion Square, at a widow gentlewoman's 

bouſe. 


Engliſh. My Lord, I went down to Mrs, 
Villars's lodging the morrow after laſt Va- 
lentine's day, for ſome money, for I waſhed 
for her ; ſays ſhe, I have none at preſent. 
She told me, ſhe would ſend to her ſpouſe 
for ſome, A gentleman came in and ſaid, 


12 1 have 


* $ 1 5 Fn 2g a er N , 2 * n 
ans ALE» Seats mw | 


T have none for you: Says he, my maſter 
ſays, if a crown will do, he will ſend it you 
out of charity ; but he cannot ſupply your 
extravagancies. On the 5th of November, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe was married to Mr. Feilding ; 


and ſhe ſaid, ſhe would have money from | 
Mr. Feilding, or ſhe would ſend her ſoul 


to the devil. 
Feilding. Call Mrs. Fletcher. (Who 


was ſworn) Give my Lord an account of 


what you know of Mrs. Villars. 
Fletcher. All I know of her and Mrs. 


Bradby, is, Mrs. Villars lived with me a | 


twelvemonth. She told me ſhe had had 


two baſtards ; one by my Lord Torrington, 


the other by my Lord Stamford. 


Juſt. Powel. How long was this ago, | 
that ſhe was at your houſe for a twelve⸗ 


month? 
Fletcher. It was about four years ago. 


She confeſſed ſhe had had two baſtard 


children; and that ſhe had been in Bride- 
well. I have nothing more than from. her 
own tongue, that ſhe was a very infamous 
woman. 

Sir J. Montague. Miſtreſs, how long 
have you been e with Mrs. Vil- 
lars ? 

Fletcher. She was recommended to me 


by one in the court, and by her good beha- 


viour. 


Sir F. Montague. Would you have a cor- 


reſpondence with a woman that had two 


baſtards ? Pray what is your way of living 


in the world ? 
_ Fletcher. My husband'is a broken mer- 
cer; he allows me 20l. a-year. 

Council. What vocation are you of ? 

Fletcher, I drive little trade, but work 

flain work. 

Sir J. Montague. You are acquainted 
with Mr. Feilding, are you not? 
Fletcher. 1 know him. 

Council. How lang have you known | 
him ? 

Fletcher. About three or four years. 


Mrs. Bradby gave her a guinea, The next 
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Council. You would not ſcruple to aſſiſt 
Mr. Feilding, if he wanted a fair Lady. 
Look upon that letter, and ſee whether 
it be your hand-writing, or no? 

Then a letter was ſhewn her. 

i Longford. If you deny it, we will prove 
It. 

Fletcher. It is my hand- writing. 

Juſt. Powel. Miſtreſs, you can * nd 
more of it. | 

Fletcher. No, my Lord. 


 Feilding. Call Mrs. Gardiner. 
(Who was ſworn. 


Juſt. Powel, What have you to ſay ? 


in my houſe ; and ſhe came one morning. 
Council. When was it? 

Gardiner. It' was the 6th of November 
laſt was twelvemonth : She came in then, 
and had been abroad all night. She told 
me, ſhe was married to Colonel Feilding. 
She gave a pair of gloves to me, and tothis 
gentlewoman ; and likewiſe gave favours 
and garters in the houſe. But ſhe deſired 
me to keep it ſecret. Mrs. Bradby, about 


labour. 

Juſt. Powel, Was it a boy, or a girl, ſhe 
was delivered with ? 

Gardiner. I was not there. It was not 
at my houſe, but at new lodgings. 


Juſt. Poel. Where was it ſhe was 
brought to bed ? 


my Lord, 


Chriſtmas ? - 

Gardiner. 1 may ſay it, my Lord, bes 
cauſe here is one, I balioxe.. that will 3 
it. Mrs. Villars herſelf told me ſo; and 
the mid wife ſaid ſhe delivered her, for which 


day 


Gardiner. My Lord, Mrs. Villars lodged 


a fortnight or three weeks before Chriſt- 
mas, came into Mrs. Villars's lodging, and 
happened to fall down as if ſhe had been in 
a ſwoon; and within a few days ſhe fell in 


Feilding, We can bring evidence of Wen, 


Juſt. Powel. Woman, . can you 
ſwear, that ſhe was brought to bed before 
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bragce, it was about a fortnight before 


occaſion of her 


were at her labour, can juteity that the mid. t 


know whether it was alive or no? 


juſtify * it. 


* 
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day after her fall ſhe was very ill, and con- 
tinued ſo till the was brought to bed. 
Juſt, Poroel. Was The big; 
Gardiner. She Was a breeding, the» was 
a bis. bs 


med , - 


2 WT Powel. What can you n of of ; bs 

Bridby's labour? 55 mY. 
Drinkwater, My Lord, M Mrs. ane 

I were at Mrs. Bradby*s labour. © 4 Wig zl . 
Council. When was this? ts 
Drinkwater, To the beſt of wy remem- 


"Mas. Dr aki c 


Chriſtmas; but the did not look before 
February. I do not know, but the falt ne 
had in Mrs. Villars' $ houſe, might be the 
on ing before her nn. 
Was ſhe delivered of a live | 


9 Juſt. Pocbel. 
or dead child? 
Drintwaler. 1 do bot remember that, 
my Lord. Eo Wh 15 
Council. Was it «Abby or a girl _— 
Drintwater. 1 know not that neither. 
Juſt. Powel. I thought verily that if you 
were at her labour, that you could elt 
whether ſhe had a einld, or no child.” 
© Drinkwater. There were others chat 


wife {aid ſhe had a child. 
Council. Do not you know what became 
of the child afterwards ? _ * 
Drinkwater. To the bel of my Know- 
ledge, I chink it died as ſoon as it "Was 
borh, ion 
Council. Juſt now you ſaid, you c di gt 


. 


"6 Here! is Madam A will 
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bi that the 
" Where 1 lie. 


E 


and | this perſon was f in my cult 
| years, ago. 


|[twelvemonth, "ben 


treaty 


Zouncil, What time was it 

Illars. After Chriſtmas. 
Hg. Call the Nelke of the T3004 of 
orien, i: al Whowas worn. 
" Jutt, Poel. What es can you ſay ? { 
* Keeper, All that 1 know of Mrs. Villats, 
E. Was A ring 


Ji in * Wn 


aol Powtl. Where is that ? | * 
eeper. In Weſtminſter.” &F remember. 


dy above five 
Juft. Prot, Had the correclion of 
the houſe? . 2 | 
Keeper. She had not the correction pe 
-— becauſe ſhe was View. Vith 
or Pap - 
Feilding. Call \ r. Minors, ah * 15 
FP TWho was ſworn. 
Juſt. Powel. Mr. Minors, what have 
you to ſay? 
Mr 7 My Lord, 4 ORtober was 
r. Feilding . lodged 
at Mrs. Fleath's, 1 Yr. then Sh Mr. 
Feilding almoſt every day; I faw this wo- 
man there every day, except Saturday and 
Sunday. I dined there, and there was Mrs. 
Margaretta, and ſung theſe ſongs which ſhe 
{ſpoke of now, Two or three days. after 
is, Mr. Feilding communicated. to me his 
of marriage with the Ducheſs of 
Cleveland, and ſpoke to me to ſettle ſome 
writings between them. (He produced the 
writings.) Mr. Feilding Jelired me that I 
wolf be ready with them by the begin- 
ning of November, .or the latter end of Dc. 
tober. This is all I can fay of this matter. 
As to the women, 1 faw theſe, and abun- 
dance of common women of the town: I 
1 faw. him take no more notice of Mrs. 


= Bra dby, than he did of any, of the others. 


"Mes, Villar called "I pe OY 


ſhe was with child? #44" g 
_ Pillars. : know that fi miſcarried, 6 


ei a fects de 
ul. Powel. Mrs, Villars) do you , 


Tewel. When did vou ſee Marga- | 


Minors, I. cannot ſpeak to 3 day, but be 


was at dinner when 1 dined. there about 
po Was reh | 


| Folding, C 411 
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TRFAL or 
Feilding. Call Mr. Chomley. 
[Who was ſworn. 

Juſt. Powel. What can you ſay ? 

Chomley. My Lord, not long ago there 
was a certain perſon taken up, by the name 
of, Villars, about a twelvemonth ago. 

Juſt. Powel. Do you know her when you 
ſee her? 

Cbomley. My Lord, I believe that! is the 
perlon, (pointing at ber) but whether ſhe 
was committed or not, I cannot ſay. I 
have ſeen. her divers times at a lewd time 


of night, when ſhe ought to have been at 
home. 555 


A letter 1 of Father Dryan's, 


and ſhewn to Mr. Florence. 


(Mr. 
Florence ſworn.) 


Council. Mr. Florence, do you know this | 


letter? 
Florence, I have ſeen. it, and given an 
anſwer to it accordingly. - 


Council. Is it Dryan's hand ? 


Florence. L cannot ſay poſitively it is his 


hand. There are ſome more of his letters 
in the houſe ;, I cannot believe, or disbe- 


lieve 8 
Council. Could Franent Dryan ſpeak 
Engliſh ? ? 


Florence. Very little. 

Council. How long was he in England! > 

Florence. About eleven months. 
hath been gone a conſiderable time. 

Juſt. Poel. This Father that is now 
gone, did he ſpeak Engliſh at all ? 

' Florence. He was learning of it. Some 
Engliſh he could ſpeak ; for I taught him 
from time to time. 1 

Juſt. Powel. Do you think that he could 


enquire for Mr. Feilding in Engliſh? 


Florence. I believe he might ſay, is Mr. 
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Feilding at home? but could ſpeak little. 


ſenſe in Engliſh, 
Juſt. Powel. Do you think that if he 
were deſired to ſpeak theſe words, I take 


| 
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this man for my husband,“ hs he under- 
ſtood ſo much? 

Florence. I believe he might ſay what. 
another ſaid before. 

Then the Queen's council replied. 

Sir James Montague. My Lord, Mr. 
Feilding's defence conſiſts of two parts: 
Firſt, he does endeavour to falſify his mar- 
riage with Mrs. Wadſworth, by contra- 
dicting the evidence of Mrs. Villars ; and 
for that he calls divers to prove Mrs. Vil- 
lars to be a diſhoneſt woman. My Lord, 
we think there is no occaſion for us to 
make a reply to that particular, ſince we 
ourſelves do not pretend to ſay ſhe is a wo- 
man of very good reputation. That which 
we inſiſt upon is, that Mr. Feilding hath 
been impoſed upon, and married this wo- 
man; and this we hope we have proved 
not only by Mrs. Villars's evidence, but 
by other concurring circumſtances, which 
are ſo ſtrong, that they cannot poſſibly be 
denied. And as to theſe facts, he hath not 
at all contradicted our evidence. For he 
does not fo much as give your eee an 
account how he came by the ring, or for 
what end and purpoſe he — —— it. He 
does not deny that he directed the poſy of 
it to be Tibi Soli. So that, my Lord, he 
gives no manner of anſwer to all theſe mat- 
ters. 


In the next place, he ſeems to admit that 


— 


He | he had been fooliſh enough to be thus im- 


poſed upon by theſe intriguing women: 
But, ſays he, they have not gained their 
point; for this impoſing upon me ſignifies 
nothing, becauſe this woman was wife to- 
another man, when we ſaid ſhe was married 


does, in great meaſure, admit the thing we 
contend for, his marriage with Mrs. Wadſ- 
worth; and whether he hath made it ap- 
pear that this marriage is null and void, 


{ ſhall be taken into conſideration. next, by . 


making ſome few obſervations on. the na. 
ture of the evidence that he hath produced 
a © a to. 


\ 
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to Mr. Feilding. Now this ſort of defence 
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-riage, not one witneſs.” 
they rely upon to prove this wedding? 


20 


ther man. He ſays ſhe is the wife of one 
Lilly Bradby. That man, by the book, is 
deicribed to live in St. James's, and the 
woman td be of St. Margaret's Weſtminſter. 
But he hath not ſo much as given you any 
account * that there is ſuch a man in the 


worla, that he would have to be the ſup- 
poſed husband of this woman.” In the 
next place they have not undertaken to pro- 


duce one witnels that was by at this mar- 
And what do 


Truly, nothing but the Regiſter-book ; 
and the-man that. keeps the Regiſter-book 
is not here. 


jury may inſpect it; for it appears by 
divers cireumſtances to be a counterfeit- 


entry; for it is written in another character 


than what the-reſt are; and it is written in 


the lower part of the leaf, where we may 


ſuppoſe a vacancy left to inſert ſuch a thing 


as this is, upon occaſion. The perſon that 
wrote it is not here. 


The whole year that 
is ſet down here, is all entirely one hand- 


writing; and it is not at all like the writing 
of this entry. I think they pretend to ſay, 
there is ſomething of the like hand- writing 
in the ſame book; and that they make uſe 


of to be a corroborating circumſtance. But 


that appears to be at the latter end of 


another book. The book is ruled, and 


this entry is writ below lines without a 


rule. 


„Ny Lord, this is what I think fit to take 


notice, upon the view of the thing. We 


had an intimation given us of this book. 


It was rumoured about the town that this 


Was the defence which we were like to meet 
Therefore we did lend to all places | 
where ſuſpicious Regiſters were kept, and 
among the reſt to this Fleet-Regiſter, My 


with. 


Lord, we ſhall ſhew you that our witneſſes 
went to enquire for this book; but there 


chey found no book where this entry was 


It's true, indeed, they ſay 
khat it's a true regiſter, but we deſire the 


| 
| Ducheſs of Cleveland, after Mr. Feilding 


| 
| 
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to prove this woman's marriage with ano- 


written. It's a very unaccountable thing 
that this book ſhould be concealed. Here 
is a woman indeed gives you a reaſon why 
ſhe did it. She ſays ſhe did it, becauſe ſhe 
was deſired to keep it ſecret by a woman 
whom ſhe “ never ſaw before ;” and of 
whom ſhe ſays ſhe ſays ſhe never “ had a 
penny.” This, methinks, is very extra- 
ordinary, But this very book was ſhown 
them, if my inſtructions be true, and the 
place. where this entry is made was then a 
blank, and filled up ſince, There was no 
ſuch entry at that time when they looked 
upon it. This is all we ſhall ſay in reſpect 
of the regiſter, which is all the evidence 
they bring to prove this marriage. 
But there is another thing they inſiſt 
upon; they make it an objection, that this 
Father in Red was ſeen at dinner with the 


was married to my Lady Ducheſs. As to 
that matter, we ſay it does not appear 
when that time was'; nor do they make it 
out that the Father in Red did know that 
he was married to the Ducheſs of Cleve- 
land at that time; though in fact they 
might be married. Twenty people might 


be at dinner there, and yer might be ig- 


norant of this marriage. It's poſſible that 
a man may eat and drink with another, and 
yet not know whether he be married or un- 
married. They do not make it appear 
that there was any occaſion given at table 
that would give riſe to ſuch a diſcourſe, 
The man not having an opportunity to 
ſpeak of it, to what end and purpoſe ſhould 
he do it? The next thing they inſiſt upon, 
and have endeavoured to prove, is, that 
Mrs. Feilding was with child, and brought 
to bed the Chriſtmas after ſhe was married 
to Mr, Feilding. But they do not pretend 
to tell whether the child ſhe was brought to 
bed of, was dead or alive; or whether it 


was a boy or a girl; but at laſt it proved a 


miſcarriage, We have given your Lord- 


ſhip an account how it is likely ſhe ſhould 


undoubtedly that ſhe was married! to Mr. 


Feildmg ; that “ they lay together ſevera! 
go to yp: Fleet, and look! into the Regiſter- 


times; and we have no reaſon to ſuſpect 
Mr, Feilding's ability, Mr. Feilding knew 
ſhe was with child by him. He was the 
roudeſt man in the world of this thing, 
and called it “ young Lord Tunbridge.” 
To prove this, my Lord, here is a letter 
written by himſelf. The ſtile is ſorhething | 
peculiar too, it is directed, To the beſt of 


Wives, Anne Counteſs of Feilding. Now, 


my Lord, Mrs. Deleau, Whom Mr. Feild- 
ing thought he had married, her name 
18 Anne, but Mrs. Feilding's name is 


Mary. 


TR Bader Keolebd and” bien by 
Boucher and Beale, and It was directed, 
To the beſt of Wives, Anne Counteſs of 

Feilding, at Waddon. 
Novemb. 14. 1705. 

THERE is nothing can pleaſe me more 
upon this occaſion, than to hear my deareſt 
wife fay I had made her ſick, by turning 
ber Liver; for without that we could not 
hope for a young Lord Tunbridge;“ 
which would be, the next to my dear her- 
ſelf, the moſt welcome “ preſent to my 
arms,” Make haſte then, my deareſt life, 
to + cultivate the young ſpark ;** and be | 
ſure you don't © ſtarve my boy.” As for 
your coming to me, it wholly depends 
upon yourſelf, who can beſt judge when it 
is moſt proper to come to me; which you | 
can do, by-giving out you are to ſtay all 
night in London; and then you and Puggy 
have nothing to do but to come to me at 
bed. time, and ſo we may go to bed and lye 
ci] morning, when Puggy may come again 
and call you. Adieu my Soul's Love, 
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be with child; for we have proved to you 


Cuuntil. Call Mr. Longford (who was 
ſworn. ) 


Sir J. Montague.” Were you directed to 


book? e 

Fang ford. Mr. Attorney- General telling 
me that he heard there would be ſome pre- 

tence of a marriage that would be ſet u, 

adviſed me to enquire after it. I was in- 
formed, that ſome certificate was, or would 


be given in the Fleet. I went with! Mr. 
Reſcorloe to lee the books. We looked all 


over thoſe months for the year 1703. This 


book is the very book I take it to be, but 


am not poſitive. That which we ſaw, I 


obſerved had an entry dated the year 1705, 
before the marriages in the year 1704, in 
's yellowiſh ink at the top of a leaf. 


Council. Call Mr. Reſcorloe (who was 
ſworn.) _ 


Reſcorloe. I do remember that I ſaw that 
book with Mr. Longford. Mr. Longford 
and I went by the Attorney General's order, 
to ſearch the books at the Fleet, to ſee 
whether we could find any entry of Lilly 
Bradby's marriage with Mrs. Wadſworth, 
This woman that gave her evidence here 
brought in this book, and we looked back 
for three years, We found no ſuch entr 


books of entries of marriages ? She ſaid, 
no. TI asked her, whether there had been 
any one there to ſee after ſuch a certificate? 
She ſaid, there was a woman and a man 
about a week or fortnight ago. I asked 


| her, Whether ſhe ſhewed them this book ? 


She ſaid, ſhe had ſhewed them this book, 
and they gave her a ſhilling tor ſearching 


whom I maſt ever value more than life. 


Feilding 


certificate entered in the book, and there 
was © no other book tor the entry of mar- 


| riages,” We ſcarched the month of October 


more 
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Sir F, Montague. Do you remember that 
| you ſaw that book? 


as ſhe ſhows here in this book. We aſked 
her again, whether there are any other 


it. She ſaid poſitively there was no © ſuch. 
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more that I would mention, which 1s, that 


and charitable actions that your honour 


this picture. Your honour is a nice judge 


: 


28. TRIAL or ROBER 
more ſtrictly; we looked for the very cer- 
tificate with the greateſt care and induſtry | 
that could be. We went to Baſſett's houſe, 
who, this woman ſaid, was not at home. 
She laughed in her ſleeve, and ſaid, he was | 
2 doating man; and if he ſpoke two words, | 
he could not ſpeak a third. I do really | 
believe this to be the book. I took good 
notice of the blank where this certificate is 
entered, and did remark that there was a 
vacant ſpace under this certificate, where 


T PEILDING; Ez% 
acquainted with. a young lady that's pretty, 
and lives, in good faſhion. Your honour 
will oblige me in letting me receive your 


LY 


Juſt, Powel. Gentlemen of the Jury, 
The prifoner, Mr. Robert Feilding, ſtands . 
indicted for a capital offence, for felony, in 

marrying a ſecond wife, his firſt being then 
alive. This is the offence charged againſt 
him. The council for the Queen have 


was no writing. Mr. Longford and I | called ſeveral witneſſes to prove this matter 


turned back again to the year 1705, which 
was put before the year 1704, and obſerved 
It then, as it appears now, to be the book, 
except this entry. I do believe it to be the 
ſame book we then faw. TRE 

Sir J. Montague. There is but one thing 
the woman in the top-knot confeſſed that 
this letter was her own hand-writing. 1 
deſire it might be read. 5 1 


The letter was read. It is directed. 


. 


To. Major-General Feilding. | 
. = Taueſday Morning. 
ALL that know the name of Major. 

General Feilding, muſt own the generous 


daily beſtows upon 'em. I, among the reſt, 
ſhall ever acknowledge your goodneſs. 


upon him. And the firſt is one Mrs. 
Villars. She hath given her evidence from 


one end to the other, if you believe what 


ſhe ſwears. She ſwears, that one Mrs. 
Streights came firſt to her lodging, and ſhe + 
was not at home; but left word that ſhe-- 
muſt needs ſpeak, with her; that ſhe was 
always out of the way when any thing 


that it would be gol. out of her way if ſne 
did not ſee her. It ſeems, that when Mrs. 
Streights met her, ſhe acquainted her with 
Mr. Feildiog's inclinations ; and being in- 
formed that ſhe was acquainted with the 
lady, that ſhe uſed to cut her hair, thought 
that ſhe might have ſuch an intereſt in her, 
as to be made ſerviceable to bring the 


be worth 5ool. to her. Mrs. Villars un- 
dertakes the buſineſs to bring Mr, Feilding 


It's neceſſity that forces me to diſpoſe of and Mrs. Deleau together; ſhe did readily - 


of painting, as well. as an admirer of ſuch 
pieces, which makes me humbly preſent 
it to you firſt; and in accepting the ſame, 
your honour will highly oblige, as well as 
{erve, 
5 Your humble Servant, 
M. FLETCHER, 


POSTSCRIPT: 


1 long to ſee you. For your enconrage- 
ment, to grant me that favour; I am now 


matter: She told him ſhe was acquainted 


country-houſe at Waddon in Surry, that 
thereby the lady might have an opportunity 
of ſeeing him. She fays, Mr. Feilding 


that when he was there he ſaw the lady 


offered that would do her a kindneſs; and 


matter about; which if ſhe was, it might 


accept of it; thereupon Mr. Feilding and 
ſhe diſcourſed together concerning this 


with Mrs, Deleau, and that ſhe would do 
the beſt ſhe could to bring it about. Mr. 
| Feilding upon this went to Mrs. Deleau's 


told her that he had acceſs to the gardens; _ 


through the glaſs- window; he was willing 
to give the lady a full view of him, there- 
| N fore 
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fore he ſtood ſtill and ſet his watch by the 


ſun-dial, and took ſeveral turns in the 
garden; and he did afterwards ſend a letter 


to her. Mrs. Villars was afterwards ſent 
of a meſſage, as though it was from the 
Ducheſs of Cleveland, to acquaint the lady 
that the Ducheſs had a great mind to ſee 


the gardens. Mrs. Deleau told Mrs. Vil- 


lars that ſhe ſhould be proud that a perſon 


of her quality ſhould come to her. She 


ſaid that Mr. Feilding ſent her, and ſhe 
found afterward that the Ducheſs of Cleve- 


land did not intend to go; nay, that ſhe 
knew nothing of the matter. But ſee how 
ſhe managed the matter, and played this 


trick upon Mr. Feilding; it is no better, 
if true. They agreed together that Mrs. 
Deleau ſhould come to a place where Mr. 


Feilding ſhould appoint ; that ſomething 
of muſic, or ſome entertainment ſhould be 


provided ; they contrived when it ſhould 
de, the time was on my Lord-Mayor's Day 


at night, and according to appointment 


Mrs. Villars came with Mrs, Deleau, as 


Mr. Feilding thought, but in reality it was 
one Mary Wadſworth, which repreſented. 


Mrs. Deleau; ſhe. came in a mourning 


ing's lodgings in Pall-Mall. The lady 
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29 
Mr. Feilding propoſed to be married to 


her forthwith; ſhe ſeemed to be ſhy at pre- 
ſent, but Mr. Feilding ſaid he would fetch 
the Prieſt immediately; he locked them in, 
took the key with him, and returned in 
three quarters of an hour; the Prieſt ſhe 
deſcribes to be in a long red gown lined 
with blue, a long beard, and a fur cap 
upon his head, ſo he brought him along 
with him; when he came, he ſaid, This 
is the man that ſhould join their hearts to- 
gether:” She tells you further that Mrs. 
Wadſworth queſtioned the Prieſt ; required 
of him a proof to ſhew he was a Prieſt in 
orders, The Prieſt pulled a picture of the 
Pope out of his pocket, which he ſaid was 
a credential for Prieſts. After ſupper the 
marriage was propoled, whether it ſhould 
be in the dining-room, or bed-chamber ? 
That was the queſtion. The lady thought 
the bed-chamber beſt; he thought ſo too. 
Well then, in the bed- chamber it muſt be. 
The Prieſt did want water, ſalt and roſe- 
mary, things that he uſed in performance 
of the ceremony; Boucher was ſent for down 
them; he brought up water and ſalt, but 


could get no roſemary; after theſe things 
coach, and dreſſed in a widow's habit; after 
this manner they came to Colonel Feild- 


were brought up, Boucher the ſervant was 
turned out, and the doors were ſnut. Then 
there was nobody preſent but Mr. Feilding, 
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truly was not to know that they were Mr. | the lady, the Prieſt and Mrs. Villars. Then 
Feilding's lodgings; however Mr. Feild- | ſhe tells you of the ceremony of the wed- 
ing was not at home, but it was not long | ding, the ceremony of the water, and the 
before he came: He came up to the lady: ceremony of the ring. After that was 
You have heard what addreſſes he made to | done, they proceeded to the marriage; the 
the lady, and how much love he expreſled | office was in Latin; when they came to the 
towards her: Aſked her, whether ſhe loved | marriage words, I take thee to be my 
ſinging ? One Margaretta was ſent for, and husband, &c.” Mrs. Wadſworth deſired it 
ſung two ſongs. Mr. Feilding was ſo taken | might be ſpoke in Engliſh; thereupon 
with her, he would have married her pre- Mr. Feilding did ſay it in Engliſh, © I take 
ſently; but ſhe being coy, modeſtly de- | this woman to be my wedded wife, with all 
clined it, and fo they parted for that time. | my heart and with all my ſoul.” The gen- 
Mrs. Villars was to bring her afterwards, | tlewoman ſhe ſaid her part likewiſe in En- 
which was on the gth of November, on the | gliſh, ** I take this man to be my wedded 
night the ſuppoled wedding was; Mrs. | husband ;* but Mr. Feilding obſerving her 
Villars brought her. When fe came there, to ſpeak it too low, deſired her to ſpeak it 
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as earneſtly as he did: Whereupon ſhe 
did fay, I take this man to be my 
husband, with all my heart, and with all 
my ſoul.” The ceremony of putting on 
the ring the Prieſt directed; that was, to 
take hold of the end of one of her fingers 


and put it on; ſhe ſaw that done, and 
when the ceremony was over, the Prieſt 


went away; that when he was gone away, 


ſhe undreſſed the bride, and put her to bed, 
and then gave notice to Mr. Feilding that 
the lady was in bed. Then Mr. Feilding 
went to bed, and . ſhe ſaw them in bed to- 
gether.” Ihen ſhe went to bed herſelf in 


a lodging that was provided for her up 


another pair of ſtairs : That the next morn- 


ing ſhe' aroſe, came down, went into the 


room where there was a fire made by 
Boucher; that then ſhe ſaw © them in 
naked bed together.” If you believe her, 
ſhe ſwears the marriage by this Prieſt, and 
the conſummation of it. Mrs. Villars goes 
further, and fwears, that ſhe brought her 
© two other times,“ and that thoſe times 
t the ſaw them in bed t 
wife.” I asked Mrs. Villars at laſt how Mr. 


Feilding came to be undeceived ? She lays, 
it was kept ſecret from November to May. 
Then money was wanted; that was a great 
intment to Mr. Feilding, for he 


diſappo 6 
thought he had married a lady that would 
have furniſned him with money. Then he 


diſcovered the fraud, and found he had 
been impoſed upon; then he was angry 


with her, beat her, and called her names. 
Indeed, gentlemen, I muſt deal plainl 

with you, if her evidence ftood alone, her 
reputation is ſhaken to that degree, that in 
| truth, where a man ſtands upon his life, one 


would not have a great regard for what ſuch. 


a woman ſwears, if it were not ſupported 
otherwiſe, Now, though by herſelf ſhe be 
not a good evidence, yet the matters of 
fact which ſhe ſwears to, are likewiſe 
proved by the concurrent teſtimony of 
others. | | 


ther as man and 


Firſt, They call Boucher, and truly he 
fortifies her evidence in a great many par- 
ticulars, gives an account of Mrs. Villars 
bringing Mrs. Wadſworth to Mr, Feilding's 
under the character of a perſon of quality; 
gives an account, juſt as ſhe does, of their 
coming to Mr. Feilding's lodgings in a 


having a treat of plumb-cake and two bot- 


| les of wine. He further gives an account 
of their coming a ſecond time, and an 
account of the Prieit ; knew the Prieſt; 
knew him to be the Emperor's Envoy's 
Prieſt. He remembers the Prieſt coming 
to the place; he remembers” alſo the 


circumſtances of being ſent for water, 


down, and the chamber. door was ſhut, and 


and that when the Prieſt was 


ne ſaw them in bed together,” that the 


making this lady a convert. Now, gentle- 
men, this is a material thing, that there 


private together; this is a concurrent evi- 


There is Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Heath, and 


this perſon and her mourning coach; ſhe 
ſaw the lady and Mrs. Villars go up ſtairs, 


her ſhe was worth So, cool. ſhe asked her 


e they 
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widow's habit and mourning coach; their 


{alt and reſemary. He fays he was ordered 


the Prieſt was then in the chamber with 
Mr. Feilding, the lady, and Mrs. Villars; 
gone, Mr. 
Feilding and the lady went to bed; that 


people that were below, when Boucher was 
ſent down for ſalt and roſemary, they could 
conclude no otherwiſe but chat they were 
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was a Prieſt at that time, and they were 
dence to ſtrengthen Mrs. Villars's teſtimony. 


Mrs. Price, they remember ſeveral of theſe 
matters perfectly well. Mrs. Martin ſaw 


and the time when the Prieſt came in, ſhe. 
let him in; deſcribes him by his particular 
habit as the reſt do. Mrs. Heath remem 
bers Mrs. Villars coming with a woman 
chat ſhe thought was a woman of quality, 
but ſaw not the Prieſt. Mrs. Villars told 


whether ſhe might lie there that night, for 
it was too late to go home ? She agreed 


. 


r 
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they ſhould. lie together, Mrs. Villars and | 
Mrs. Wadſworth. But now here is another 
circumitance that hath mighty weight in 
it, that is, the ring; they have brought 
the perſon of whom Mr. Feilding bought 
the ring to the value of 208. that the ring 

was ready made, and Mr. F eilding directed 
the poſy (7747 Soli) to be engraved in it. 
There was another man by, When Mr. 
Feilding bought the ring, and ordered the 
poſy for it; and this very ring with this 
poſy has been produced firſt by the Proctor 
and Regiſter; the Proctor does ſay it was | 
firſt brought to him by Mrs, Wadſworth, 
who came to retain him in an action of 


nullity of marriage; he took notice of the 


ring, and faid that it had this poſy in ir. 
Afterwards when Mrs. Wadſworth came 
again he was not at home; it was in the 
hand of his broth r, and he is ſure it is the 
ſame ring. The goldſwith ſwears it to be 
that ring Mr. Feilding bought of him; he 
knew it by the mark and workmanſhip of 
it.; for goldſmiths know one anothers work. 
This, gentlemen, hath a great deal of 
weight in it; it is a very great circum- 
ſtance, unlefs they could, re}] you, which 
they have not, upon what occaſion this 
ring was bought at this time, | 
Gentlemen, they give a further account 
of this matter, by the teſtimony of letters, 
which they prove to be Mr. Feilding's 
hand. Mrs. Villars was the « carrier of theſe. 
letters ; Mr. Feilding ſtiling her in them 
by the name of Puggy, a name by which 
it ſeems he uſed to call her. Theſe letters 
are proved by Boucher and a lady in the 
gallery, to be Mr. Feilding's writing. 
Theſe letters have deen read to you, they 
are written as from a husband to a wife; 
in them he owns her to be his wife, calls 
her Counteſs of Feilding, ſtiles himſelf her 
husband. Theſe letters have been read to 
you. This gentlemen, as I remeinber, | 


the ſubſtance of the evidence that 0 
been given for the Queen, 


* 
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Sir J. Mountague. My Lord, be pleaſed 
to take notice of Mr. Feilding's going to 
the Emperor's Envoy for the Father in 
Ned”. 

Juſt. Powel. It is true, I had forgot the 
| evidence of Mr. Florence, a Chaplain, that 
is a Prieſt, now belonging to Count Gallas 
| the Emperor's Envoy, and the Porter. 
They tell you about this time Mr. Feilding 
did come to enquire for this Prieſt; and 
gave the Porter half a crown (by a good 
token;) but the Prieſt he asked for, not 
being at home, he enquired for Mr. 


| Florence; he told Mr. Florence that he had 


been in love with a young lady a good 
while, but now had prevailed with her to 
marry him. And ſecing the Father in Red 
was not there, he deſired he would go 
along with him and do the office. Mr. 
Florence told him it was improper for him 
to go without the Envoy's leave; he went 
up to the Envoy and acquainted him with 
it, the Envoy gave him caution to do it 
with diſcretion ; but when he came down 
again, it ſeems that the Red Father had 
been with Mr, Feilding in the mean time, 
and were both gone together. 

Now, gentlemen, you hear what defence 
Mr. Feilding makes N this great 
charge againſt him. 

Firſt, He calls a great many witneſſes to 
prove that this Mrs. Villars was married as 
ſhe pretended to Colonel Feilding, and that 
ſhe was a very common woman, ſo far as 
that ſhe had been in a public houſe of cor- 
rection; and one of their witneſſes does 
bear bard upon her teſtimony ; that is, that 
ſhe ſhould declare to her that ſhe was mar- 
ried to Colonel Feilding, and that my 
Lady Ducheſs ſhould ſay to her, If you 
can make that out that you are married to 
Mr. Feilding, ſhe would give her. 200l. 
and ſettle 100l. a year upon her for fifteen 
years together. J hen as for Mrs, Wadſ- 
worth, they call you divers to prove that 
ſhe was brought to bed about Chriſtmas, 


atter 


| 
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tell whether it was a boy or a girl; whe- 


to another, they have brought the book of 
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after this ſuppoſed marriage. But when 
they came to be examined they did not 
prove very much of that; for indeed it 

roved to be a miſcarriage the woman 
could not ſay ſhe ſaw the child, could not 


2 


ther it was dead or alive; it did not appear 
by their evidence that ſhe went out her 
time with a child. Another part of Mr. 
Feilding's evidence is this, to prove Mrs. 

Wadſworth married to another perſon ; and 
then admitting ſhe was married to Mr. 

Feilding, 'tis a null marriage. To prove 
that Mrs. Wadſworth was before married 


Marriages of the Fleet, and in that book 


there is an account of one Lilly Bradby, 


married ſuch a time to Mrs. Mary Wadſ- 


worth; the man of St. James's, the wo- 


man of St. Margaret's Weſtminſter. The 


woman of the Fleet, in whoſe cuſtody this 


book was, pretends that Mrs. Wadſworth 


came to her, and deſired if any came to ſee 


the book, that ſhe would not let them ſee 


the entry of her marriage ; and why ? Be- 


cauſe there would be trouble about her 
marriage. This woman {wears that there 
were 10 men came to ſearch the book, 


but ſhe ſhewed them another book; but 


this book ſhe did not ſhew them. She was 
asked whether ſhe had two books of mar- | 
riages for the ſame year? She ſaid ſhe had 
ſeveral books for the ſame year: One 
parſon made his entry in one book, and 
another parſon in another book. She pre- 
tends ſhe did not ſhew them this book; 
but the book ſhe ſhewed them was at 
home. I cannot conclude much from what 
this woman hath ſaid ; but gentlemen you 
have looked upon this book, and if you are 
Hatisficd from this evidence, that Mary 
Wadſworth was married to Bradby at this 
time, I confeſs Mr. Feilding will not be 
within the ſtatute. You have looked into 
the book; they give you no account that 
there was ever any ſuch man as Bradby, 


T FEILDING, Es& 


nor of no cohabitation; but a meer book 


is produced, and not of the beſt credit 
neither; it is entered in the bottom of the 
leaf, but not in the middle; it is written 
with another coloured ink, and in another 
hand. I asked the woman whether ſhe 
knew the man that wrote it? She ſaid, 
yes; and it was her husband's brother's 
hand. He 1s alive, why is not he pro- 


duced ! ? 


Gentlemen, they have called no wit- 
neſſes to prove the marriage with Lilly 
Bradby. There were two gentlemen on 
the other ſide, they went to the Fleet to 
learch the books of the entry of this mar- 
riage. They ſay that a perſon informed 
them that there had been there a man and 
a woman before them; theſe gentlemen 
went and deſired to ee the book, particu- 
larly for the year 1703. They ſay the 
woman did produce the book of marriages, 
but they could not ſee ſuch an entry; ſhe 
denied to them that ſhe had any other book 
for that year; they cannot ſwear poſitively 
that this is the book that was ſhewn them; 
but one of them ſays he believes it to be 
the ſame, for in that which he ſaw, he ob- 
ſerved entries of the year 1705, before the 
year 1704. He took good notice of it, 
and ſo it is found in court. The other 
gentleman ſays, he took particular notice 
of the ſpace that was in the book, where 
this entry is now written. Now the woman 
does not bring the other book ſhe pretended 
to have ſhewn them. Now, as to the 
labour, they have produced a letter under 
Mr. Feilding's hand, whereby Mr. Feilding 
takes notice of her being with child, directs 
the letter to Anne Countels of Feilding at 
Waddon ; he took it that he had married 
Mrs. Deleau, for her name is Anne, he 
directed his letter to her country feat. 
There is another thing, of Mr. Feilding's 
coming to Mrs, Heath, and complaining 
what an ill woman Mrs. Villars was, for 
ſhe had ſerved him a baſe trick, initead of 
a WOman 


find Mr. Feilding Guilty: 
think that Mrs. 


ed by the Ks. £7 for the Queen; but Mr. 


bail for Mr. F njding' r the next 


and his council waving their exception (as 


wy ” 
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craved the Benefit of his Clergy ; * which 
And then judgment was 


a woman of fortune, ſhe had put a com- 
mon woman upon Rim. Gentleman, you 
have heard the account too concerning his 
beating of her; for this woman, it ſeems, 
was troubleſome to him at Whitehall; ſhe 


demanding him as her husband, faidſhe Was 
Bis lawful wife; he ſtruck her, and cauſed 


her to be held till he got away from oY 
Gentlemen, It is'a very great in, 


upon Mr. Feilding, it is true, if there be 
evidence to maintain it; it does — 4 


depend upon Mrs. Villars's evide 


if her evidence. were to ſtand alone, no | 
credit ſhould be given to it; but as it is 


ſupported by concurring evidence, 1 leave 
it with you whether it be not ſufficient” to 
But if you 
adſworth's marriage to 
Lilly Bradby is proved ſufficiently,” then, 
although you think Mr. Feilding's mar- 
=_ with Mrs. Wadſworth's ſufficiently: | 

ved, oy” are to find for the de- 


ha ring withdrwn for ne 

bro ght in their verdict, „ That 

Mt. Feilding was guilty of the felony” he 
ſtood indifted of.” 


-: -oath, 0 e credible 


was allowed. 
given (as uſual) That he mouse be burnt 


warrant to e execution, he was ad- 
Neg o 2 18 
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Narwrener ange- Mr. Feildir 

found guilty, of felony. at the Old- Fly, 
her Grace the Ducheſs of Cleveland having, 
inſtituted a cauſe of nullity 
againſt the ſaid Mr. Feilding, by reaſon of 
a former marriage with the ſaid Mary 
— 2 in the Arches Court of. Can- 
terbury; and having by examination on 
witneſſes, made 
good and ſufficient proof of the ſeveral 
articles of the libel by her Grace exhibited 
in the ſaid court againſt the ſaid Mr. Feild- 
ing, did proceed to obtain the ſentence of 


Mr. 'Feilding, (in caſe he was unh the ſaid court; and accordingly on the 23d 


guilty); had ined the Queen's war- 
rant to ſuſpend execution of this ſen - 
tence; and then by his council took ex- 
ceptions to the indictment, and moved in 
arreſt of judgment; but they were anſwer 


Feilding having obtained a. ſuſpenſion of 
the execution, the Judges by a Cur” 0 ng 
vult (as the form is) ſuſpended givit 
ju t till the next ſeſſions, and accept 


ſeſſions. 
The next {elians, 3 the fifcenth of | 
January following, Mr. Feilding appeared, 


being frivolous) he was asked what he had | 


to ſay why the court ſhould not proceed to 


judgment and execution? And then he 


day of May, in the year of our Lord God 
1707, the Right Worſhipful Sir John 
Cooke, Knt. Dr. of Laws, Official Prin- 
cipal of the faid court; then judicially 


Commons, London, being then reſent 
the Duke of Grafton, the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, the Earls of Litchfield, 


as alſo the reſpective Proctors of her Grace 


the Ducheſs of Cleveland and Mr. Feild- 


ing, did, at the petition of her. Grace's 
Proctor, read and promulge his definitive 
ſentence in Laie of the tenor * following, 
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« In che name of God, Amen. We 


John Cooke, Knight, Doctor of Laws, 


1 . Officiaij 


** 


in his hand. But he having the Queen's 


of marriage 


ſitting in the Common Hall of Doctors 


Suſſex, Jerſey, and the Lord Quarrendon; 
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Official Principal ef the Arches Court of] propounded, proved and confeſſed; whiety: 


Canterbury, lawfully appointed, rightly 
and duly proceeding, having heard, ſeen, 
underſtood, and fully and maturely diſ- 
cuffed the merits and cireumſtances of a 
certain cauſe of nullity of marriage, by 
reaſon of a former, now depending before 
us, between the moſt noble Lady, Barbara 
Ducheſs of Cleveland, the party agent and 
complainant, on the one part; and Robert 
Feilding, Eſq. of the pariſn of St. James's 
Weſtminſter, in the county of Middleſex, 
the party againſt whom it is complained, 
on the other part. The parties aforeſaid 
lawfully appearing before us in judgment, 
by their proctors reſpectively; and the 
proctor for the faid moſt noble Lady, Bar- 
bara Ducheſs of Cleveland, praying ſentence 
to be given, and juſtice to be done to his 
party; and alſo the proctor of the faid 
Robert Feilding, Eſq. praying juſtice to 
be done to his party; and having carefully 
and dlili gent] . ſearc hed into, and conſidered” 
of the whole proceedings had and done 
before us in this court; and having ob- 
{crved all and fingular the matters and 
things, that by law in this behalf ought to 
be obſeryed ; we have thought fit, and do 
thus think fit to proceed to the giving our 
definitive ſentence, or final decree, in man- 
ner following : viz. POS OBE aaHTOR - og FL\ V9 1g 


_«. Foraſmuch as we have by the Acts 
enacted, deduced, alledged, exhibited, pro- 
pounded, proved and confeſſed, that the 
Proctor for the ſaid moſt noble Lady, Bar- 
bara Dutcheſs of Cleveland, hath fully and 
ſufficiently proved and founded his inten- 
tion in a certain libel, and other matters 
now remaining in the regiſtry of this court, 
propounded and exhibited in this cauſe on 
che part and behalf of his ſaid client; and 
that nothing hath been, on the part and be- 
half of the {aid Robert Feilding, effectually 
excepted, deduced, alledged,. exhibited, 


and conſummation of the aforeſ 


might, or could in any wiſe (touching our 
ſentence hereafter to be pronounced) hurt 
or weaken the intention of the ſaid moſt 
noble Lady, Barbara Ducheſs of Cleveland: 
Therefore, we John Cooke, Knight, 
Doctor of Laws, the judge aforeſaid, © Hav- 
ing firſt called upon God, and ſetting him 
alone before our eyes,“ and having heard 
council thereupon; do pronounce; decree, 
and declare the before- named Robert Feild-- 
ing, Eſq. and one Mary Wadſworth, 
mentioned in the proceedings of this cauſe, 
being free from all contract and promiſe of 
marriage with any other, (ſo far as appears 
to us) on the ninth day of November, in 
the year of Bur Lotd God, 1905} at a place 
mentioned in the libel in this cauſe, did 
contract marriage, and did ſolemnize, or 
procure the ſame to be ſolemnized between 
them; and did afterwards conſummate the 
ſame : And that the ſaid Robert Feilding 
and the ſaid Mary Wadſworth were, and 
are man and wife. And that the ſaid Ro- 
bert Feilding, Eſq. after the ſolemnization 
and con of thi id marriage, 
not having the fear of God before his eyes, 
on the 25th day of the ſaid month of Nov. 
in the ſaid year 450g, and in the place 
alſo in the aforeſaid libel mentioned, did 
contract a pretended marriage with the 


' | faid moſt noble Lady, Barbara Ducheſs. 


of Cleveland, And alſo we pronounce, 
decree and declare, that the ſaid pretended 
marriage, or rather a ſhew of marriage, be- 
tween the faid Robert Feilding and the ſaid 
moſt noble Lady Barbara Ducheſs of 
Cleveland, at the time and place libellated, 
was ſolemnized, or rather prophaned; the 
ſaid Mary Wadſworth, alias Feilding, being 
then and ſince living.” And alſo we pro- 
nounce, decree, and declare the ſame pre- 
tended marriage, or rather ſhew of mar- 
riage, between the ſaid Robert Feilding and. 


the 
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the ſaid moſt noble Lady Barbara Ducheſs 
of Cleveland, ſo as aforeſaid, contracted and 
ſolemnized, or rather. prophaned, by reaſon 
of the former marriage between the | {aid 
Robert Feilding and the ſaid. Mary Wadl- 


via. 
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* Appearing perſonally Mr. Edward 
Cooke, Proctor for her Grace, the moſt 
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worth ſolemnized and conſummated, was, noble Lady, Barbara Ducheſs of Cleveland; 


and is from the beginning, void, and of no 
force in law, and doth and ought to want the 
force and the effect of the law; Therefore, 
by this our definitive ſentence, or our final 
decree, which we now promulge in theſe 
our writings, we do pronounce, decree, and 


declare the ſaid moſt noble Lady, Barbara | 
Ducheſs of Cleveland, was, and is free | 


from any bond of marriage with the ſaid 


and Mr. Thomas Willymott, Proctor for 
the ſaid Robert Feilding, Eſq. At which 
time, the ſaid Willymott did exhibit. a cer- 
tain letter, or epiſtle, of the tenor follow- 
ing:“ viz, 

«© Mr. Willymott, 


WHEN the ſentence is given in behalf 


Robert Feilding, and had and hath the li- | of her Grace the Ducheſs of Cleveland, 


berty and freedom of marrying wi 


h any 
other perſon.“ 


The Original ſentence was ſigned thus : | 


JOHN COOKE. | 


The aforelaid ſentence having been pub- 
licly read by the judge, at the time, place, 
and in the manner aforeſaid ; the ſaid judge 
did decree one or more public inſtrument 
or inſtruments thereof to be made, (at the 
petition of her Grace's proctor) by Mr. 
Henry Farrant, the principal regiſter of 
the ſaid court; which accordingly he hath 
ſince iſſued under the public ſeal of the of- 


, 


pray enter no inſtrument of appeal, for I 
ſhall proceed no further therein, 
Your Friend and humble Servant,. 


FEILDING.” 


And the ſaid Wyllmott alledged, that 
the ſaid letter was all of the proper hand- 
writing of the ſaid Robert Feilding; and 


And the ſaid Willymott further alledged, 
that no appeal from the definitive ſentence, 
given by the ſaid judge on the part and be- 

half of the ſaid moſt noble Lady, Barbara 
Ducheſs of Cleveland, had been, or was 


fice of the ſaid judge, on the day following, | 
Robert Feilding. And the jaid Willymott, 


viz, the 24th of May, 1707. 


On Wedneſday the 25th day of June, in 
the year of our Lord, 1707, before the 
Right Worſhipful Sir John Cooke, Kt. 

and Doctor of Laws, Official Principal of 


the Arches Court aforeſaid; in his dwelling- 


houſe at Doctors Commons; in the pre- 
ſence of che ſaid Mr. Henry Farrant, No- 
tary- public, and principal Regiſter of the 
ſaid court; Mr. Feilding, by his Proctor, 
did renounce all benefit of appeal from the 


interpoſed by, or on the behalf of the ſaid 


as Proctor of the ſaid Robert Feilding, did 
renounce all benefit of appeal from the ſaid 
ſentence, in the preſence of the ſaid Cooke, 
as Proctor of the ſaid molt noble Lady, 
Barbara Ducheſs of Cleveland, who on the 


exhibited on the part of her Grace, and an- 


nexed to the libel in this cauſe, to be deli 


| vered out of the regiſtry of this court, for 


the. 


ſaid ſentence, in the manner following; 


that he the ſaid Willymott received the 
ſaid letter from the ſaid Robert Feilding. 


part and behalf of the ſaid Ducheſs, accepted 

the aforeſaid allegation and renuaciation of 
the ſaid Willymott; and then alſo prayed. 
the golden ring, and ſeven letters, by him 


5 
% 


* * 
= * 42 


= LO es - n ab \ l 
l . 0 a+ — * 
— 4 . 2 ge * — — 
95275 . p . 0 - T4 - M0.” * 2 . * * 
l - S. - — l * . ” — - 2 
P - — _ 2" Y _ nw 2 . * 5 3 + _— > 
a $i "RY - k \ + * 4.4 
eier 5 — — 8 * * — Tt rms — ting i n 4 - — — 
4 SS. * # * 2 2 „ — — * * 2 
„ 33 1888 — — =_ _ — o_ . 1 — 4 — =_ — — 
1 nm ar-ories Date HE . — — — — —. —. - 
: l k 7 "= 4 . — a a rr en 
— 5 - a R — p - 1 4 8 3 * 
* : — 8 * * . —— 
Pp , 5 — — - p ON . 3 8 9 —— * 
R 27 . _— — a * 
5 * az + tp — 5 


3 
4 


V — 
2 © Ae ON — por — - — * 
— 
- - _ e 


— „ 
% 


% 


36 TRIAL or ROBERT FEILDING, EZ | 


the uſe of her ſaid Grace, Whereupon the 
judge, at the petition of the ſaid Cooke, 
(the ſaid letters being firſt regiſtered in the 


fa'd court) decreed the ſaid golden ring, and 
the ſeven letters, to be delivered to the 


moſt noble Lady, Barbara Ducheſs of 
Cleveland, or to the ſaid Cooke, for the 


uſe of her Grace; as by act of the court 
had been expedited at the time and place 
aforeſaid, and now remaining in the prin- 
cipal regiſtry of the ſaid court, relation be- 
ing thereunto had, doth and may more fully 
appear.” 


4 
. 


THERE are ſome circumſtances which 
occur in the above trial that will na- 
turally bring to the mind of almoſt every 
reader, the caſe of a Lady of Diſtinction, 
which is yet depending, who is to be tried 
before her Peers, for the ſame offence of 
Polygamy or Bigamy, as it is called, which 
has of late ſo much attracted the notice cf 
the public. With an abſtract of this caſe, 


ve ſhall, therefore, preſent our readers, as 


a proper ſupplement to that which we have 
already recited, and we are the rather more 
induced ſo to do, as the iſſue of the former 
may give ſome idea of what will be the 
ultimate reſult of the proceedings in the 
latter, and the conſequence of the im- 
portant charge which is exhibited againſt 
the ſuppoſed Dowager of the Duke of 


Kingſton. 


* 


_ K X 8 


— 


THE Ducheſs of Kingſton, as ſhe is 
now called, ſtands indifted for that ſhe 
<« being really, bona fide, the lawful wife 
of Auguſtus John Hervey, Eſq. on the 
eighth day of March, in the ninth year of 
our Sovereign. Lord King George the 
Third; &c. did (with Force and Arms) 


in the POD of St. George, Hanover- 
0 


| „ felonioully take to huſband Evelyn | 
{quare, Wappen | zabeth Chudleigh had fully proved his al- 


Pierrepont, Dake of Kingſton, the ſaid 


Auguſtus John Hervey, her former huſ- 


band, being ſtill alive, againſt the form 
and ſtatute in ſuch caſe made and provided, 
and againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord the 
© if . JD nER Et 

It is well known. that the Ducheſs's 
maiden name was Elizabeth Chudleigh, 
and that ſhe was ſome time a Maid of Ho- 


1741, this Lady was ſaid to be married to 
the Hon. Auguſtus John Hervey, (now 
Earl of Briſtol) there was, however, no 


the merit of the union, and if the Hon. 
Gentleman and Miſs Chudleigh were really 
Joined in the bands of matrimony, it ſhould 
ſeem that in a ſhort time they fat very un- 


eaſy upon both parties. 
It appears, however, that Mr. Hervey, 


but this the Lady thought fit abſolutely to 
deny ; and the better to ſupport ſuch de- 
nial, in the year 1769, ſhe inſtituted what 
is called a ſuit of Jactitation, in the Com- 
mons againſt her reputed huſband, the con- 
ſequence was, that the cauſe being tried in 
due form, no material evidence appearing, 
on the behalf of Mr. Hervey, ſhe gained her 
cauſe, and a ſentence was pronounced 
againſt him ; which, after the uſual pre- 
amble recites, That as the Proctor of Eli- 


legation, and that nothing at leaſt effec- 
. K ual 


nour at Court.—-In the month of Auguſt, 


marriage ſettlement made, no children were 


| for ſeveral years, at times, declared, that 
Miſs Chudleigh was really his lawful wife, 


1 


* 
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tual in law, hath appeared on the part and 


in behalf of the ſaid Right Hon. Auguſtus 

ohn Hervey, &c. Therefore we John 
Betteſworth, Doctor of Laws, &c. do de- 
cree and declare, that the ſaid Elizabeth 
Chudleigh, at, and during all the time 
mentioned in the libel, given in, and now 
remaining in the regiſtry of this court, was, 
and now is, a ſpinſter, and free from all 
matrimonial contracts or eſpouſals (as far 
as to us yet appears) more eſpecially with 
the ſaid Right Hon. John Auguſtus 
Hervey, and that the ſaid Right Hon. John 
Auguſtus Hervey, notwithſtanding the pro- 
miles, did libellate wickedly and mali- 
ciouſly boaſt (though falſely) that he was 


contracted in marriage to the ſaid Hon. 


Elizabeth Chudleigh, or ' that they were 
Joined or contracted together in . matri- 
mony : Wherefore we do pronounce, decree, 
and declare, that perpetual ſilence muſt and 


_ 'ought to be impoſed and enjoined on the 


ſaid Right Hon. Auguſtus John Hervey, 
as to the premiſes libellate; which we do 


impoſe and enjoin him by theſe preſents, 


and we do decree the ſaid Right Hon. Au- 


guſtus Jon Hervey to be admoniſhed to de- 


ſiſt from his boaſting and aſſerting that he 
was contracted to, or joined with, the ſaid 
Hon. Elizabeth, in matrimony, as afore- 
ſaid; and we do alfo pronounce, decree 
and declare, that the ſaid Right Hon. 
Auguſtus John Hervey, ought, by Law, 


to be condemned in lawful expences, made 


or to be made in this caſe, on the part and 
behalf of the ſaid Hon. Elizabeth Chud- 
leigh, &c.“ 55 
This decree was properly ſigned, and 
the expences moderated to the ſum of one 
hundred pounds, belides the expences of a 


monition for payment. And thus the cauſe 


ended in the Spiritual Court, whoſe decrees 
in ſuch caſes lome have ſuppoſed to be 


final. ? 
Preſuming upon this ſentence, Miſs 
Chudleigh, now declared a ſpinſter, ſoon 


. 


afterwards, in the fame year, 1769, was 
married to the Duke of Kingſton, with 


| whom ſhe lived for above four years, dur- 


ing which period ſhe was always regarded 
and treated as his Ducheſs, His Grace 
dying in the year 1773, left her his execu- 
trix, and bequeathed her the bulk of his 
immenſe fortune, which indeed ſeems, the 
pringipal cauſe of the preſent proſecution. 
—For the Duke having a ſiſter, Lady 
Frances Meadows, the family of Meadows, 
in ber right, advanced certain claims, in 

urſuance of which, after that nobleman's 
death, they filed a bill in Chancery againſt 
the reputed Dowager, as being in reality 
the lawful wite of Auguſtus John Hervey, 
now Ear] of Briſtol.* This was done to ſet 
aſide the jointure ſettled by her late Lord; 
| to invalidate her right to which, they 
aſſerted, that they would produce evidence 
to prove a former marriage, and ſuch as 
would ſet at nought the determination of 
the Spiritual Court, as being obtained by 
colluſion, a matter which remains to be 
proved. They. ren ſo far, however, 
as to inſtitute a ſuit in Chancery; but the 
Ducheſs Dowager pleading the ſentence 
already recited, in bar of their proceed- 
ings, ſuch plea was by the Lord Chan- 
cellor admitted as a good one, on the prin- 
ciple of the deciſion of the court being 
final, a matter, which ſome alledge has 
never been called in queſtion before the 
agitation of the preſent cauſe, which will 
now” be referred to the higheſt court in. the 
kingdom. In conſequence of the proceed- 
ings commenced, in which the Earl of Briſ- 
tol has not been at all active, the 20th day 
of November 1775, was appointed for 
taking into conſideration the affair relative 
| to her Grace's trial, by the Houſe of Lords, 
Debates however aroſe both as to the pro- 
Yricty and as to the mode of the trial, — 
# regard to the firſt of theſe points, Lord 


Mansheld delivered his opinion againſt it. 


 Lordſhips 


* = „ # 
His Lordſhip acknowledged in his juri- | 
dical capacity, that the Court of King's 
Bench had formerly conſidered the Hon. 


Mr. Hervey to be the husband of the Hon. 
Elizabeth Chudleigh, but then he obſerved, 
the marriage on which ſuch claims were 
founded, having been ſince declared by 
the Spiritual Court to be no marriage. And 
„ this (ſaid his Lordſhip) I look upon as 
a point not to be got over in this buſineſs. 
For my part, I recollect no inſtance in 
which the determination of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Court has not been final and conclu- 
ſive. I think it ought to be ſo on the pre- 
ſent occaſion; but I will not attempt to 
lead your Lordſhips on a point of ſuch rea] 
conſequence. From this general ſtate of 
the queſtion,” it may be worth your 
while: to look forward to the 
conſequences. It will be underſtood by all 


Europe, ſhould your Lordſhips think pro- 


per to have the Ducheſs of Kingſton tried 


in the hall, a Lord High Steward ap- 


pointed, and all the formalities conſequent 
on that mode of trial adopted; it will be 
underſtood, I ſay, that ſomething very 
ſerious may be the conſequence of her poſ- 


ſible condemnation. But let us, my Lords, 
before we ſanction all thoſe ſolemnities, 
look forward to the probable conſequences. 
In the firſt. place, though ſhe ſhould be 


found guilty of the charge of bigamy, as 
a Peerels, by an expreſs act of parliament, 


the puniſhment annexed to felony, with 
benefit of clergy, that of being branded 


in the hand is remitted. This I preſume 
ſo far as public example, or with a view to 
deter others, totally unneceflary.” His 
Lordfhip then added another obſervation, 
— That if the culprit were convicted, her 
hereditary fortune was not aimed at, her 


real eſtate would not be forfeited, and her 


perſonal fortune, if proved to be the Coun- 


teſs of Briſtol, would certainly come as of 
right, to her ſuppoſed husband, the preſent 


Earl. He alſo took notice, that the At- 


| 


0 


„„ 
torney-General might grant a Noli Praſe- 
qui, in a caſe of tis Kind, and ſo might 
the King under his Sign Manual, Having 
obſerved that it was not neceſſary this affair 
ſhould interfere with the national buſineſs, 
either before'or after the Chriſtmas receſs, 
his Lordſhip moved, That Elizabeth, 
commonly called Ducheſs of Kingſton, ſhould 
be tried at the bar of the Houſe on the 
18th of December following, with ſpeci- 
fying the formalities to'be uſed on that oc- 
caſion, which motion was carried accord- 
ingly. But the Ducheſs being taken ill on 
Sunday the ſecond Day of that month, her 
Phyſicians attended by order, to make a 
report of the ſituation of her health. But 
when theſe gentlemen had returned from 
the bar of the Houſe, a reſolution of the 
committee, to whom the matter had been 
referred, was read, which was to this ef- 
fect, © That it appears to this committee, 
that the trial of Elizabeth, ſtiling herſelf 
Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſton, ought to 


be had out of the Chamber of Parliament, 


as it is too {mall and inconvenient. This 
report occaſioned a warm debate, as Lord 
Mansfield and ſome other Lords declared, 
&* that the committee had exceeded the or- 
der of reference, and decided upon a matrer 
not properly before them, and that prece- 
dents were-in favour of the trial in the 
Parliament Chamber.” 
however, it was” alledged, that no ſtretch 
of delegated power was aimed at on the 
pt of rhe committee, but that the plan's 


mouſly agreed that the Parliament Cham- 
ber was too fmall for the purpoſe, and if 


vemencies would enſue. That whatever 
they did was therefore only to expreſs their 
ſentiments, as a ground for future conſidera- 
rion. The matter of precedent was like- 


wife controverted; at the ſame time that 
it was obſerved that the clerk had by miſ- 
take given chis reſolution ſo offenſive to 


In excuſe of this, 


eing ſubmitted to them, they all unani- 


the trial ſhould be had there, many incon- 


lomg 
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ſome of the noble Lords, the frf, when 


he ought to have given it the /aft place, on 
the liſt. The ſecond reſolution of the com- 
mittee, related to ſending the Ducheſs to 


tinue longer than one day; but this being 
debated, the order at laſt only ſtood, 
© That the Lady ſhould be committed to 
the cuſtody of the Uſher of the Black Rod, 
on her appearance at the, bar.” Afterwards 


ſhould be admitted above the bar but a 
Peer of Parliament - That none ſhould be 
admitted about the throne except Peers of 
Great Britain, not fitting 1n the Houſe, and 
Peers eldeſt ſons or their heirs apparent, 


: 


with other uſual regulations. During the 


whole debates of the day, Lord Mans- 
field was thought to have- diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf greatly in propriety of .argument 


and preciſion of mode and expreſſion, tho? 


the alteration of the motion for trying the 
Lady in the Chamber of Parliament, to 


that of trying her in Weſtminſter-hall, was 


moſtly thought within and without doors, 
to be a very proper regulation, as indeed 
it ſeemed to have been acknowledged by 
ſome of the noble Lords, who voted againſt 
it, which circumſtance was merely occa- 
ſioned by their apprehending an impro- 
priety, in the apparent controul put upon 


the delegating Lords, by the committee of 
their own appointment. So that on the 
14th of December, after ſome further de- 


bates, in which both parties gave up ſome- 


thing to the other, it was at laſt reſolved, 


« 'That the trial of Elizabeth, calling her- 
ſelf Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſton, in- 
dicted by the name of Elizabeth Hervey, 
wife of Auguſtus John Hervey, now Earl 
of Briſtol, and one of the Peers of this 
realm, be on Wedneſday the 24th of Ja- 
nuary, 1776, at the bar of this Houſe in 
Weſtminiter-hall.” In conſequence of which 


| 
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reſolution, it appeared that the matter 
would be more public, and the many in- 
conveniencies avoided which muſt ariſe 


e . to from the narrom ſpace that otherwiſe muſt 
the Tower, in caſe the trial ſhould con- 


be allotted to the numerous auditors of | ſo 
remarkable a trial. It has been ſuggeſted, 
indeed, that the enemies of her Grace tri- 


umphed not a little in this point being thus 


carried; nevertheleſs a little reflection muſt 


© at the ba Th | convince every body that the: regulation 
the other reſolutions of the committee. were | 


agreed to, and it was ordered among other 
reſolutions, that no perſon whatſoever 


was a juſt one, and that in reality: there 
could be no aggravation of the ſuppoſed 
diſgrace to the perſon ſo tried by her Peers, 
and admitted to the higheſt privilege in 
this caſe that a ſubject of this land could 
claim. 5 5 E £$3-4 "1.4% O51 1373: 34 BL 

_ Notwithſtanding the purpart of this re- 
ſolution, the latter part of it was however-af- 
terwards altered, as her Grace's bad ſtate of 
health in the firſt inſtance, and the time ne- 
ceſſary for raiſing the ſcaffold, ſtill fur- 
niſhed a plea for farther deferring the trial, 
which, accordingly, by a ſubſequent or- 
der ſtood, and now ſtands, poſtponed to 
the 15th day of April, when ſhe will ap- 


pear at the bar of the Houſe of Peers to 


anſwer to the charge- preferred againſt her, 
the conſequence of which, however, ſhould 
ſhe be convicted, will involve no farther 
puniſhment than that of a ſevere repri- 
mand, the offence being (as in the preced- 
ing trial) clergyable, and the burning in 
the hand of conſequence always remitted to 
a Peer or Peereſs of the realm. 

It was expected by ſome that in con- 
ſequence of the legality of the meaſure as 
declared by Lord Mansficld, a Voi Pro- 
ſequi, would have been granted by the At- 
torney-Genecal, notwithſtanding his acting 
as nominal counſel for the Crown, againſt 
her Grace; but nothing of that k ind takin 
place, the work of railing the ſcaffold, 
&c. has proceeded, and the Lady mult 
abide by the judgment of her coun- 
try. 


In 
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proſecution expe 


ST # 
mean, time the movers | ot Ihe | 
, doubtleſs, if ſentence be | 
. the Wager, 'of 1 neaſures to 
themfel ves o that circum ance, as a 
fait i in Chancery had been inſticuted, ro ſet 
aſide her jointures, &c. whereas het plea of 
a. former bode 850 deemed. a good one, 
C111 


10 the 


8b 


3 the, final, on f the matter now ů 
ſtanding de fer rec 10 is Feaſonable to con- 
clude, that the il ue of the civil cauſe will 


depend on that of the, criminal proſecution. 
—4 circumſtance. which the noble Lord 
obſer ved in the Hlouſe, and declared his 
opinion againſt, cfiminal proſecutions, as 
laying a a ground or x0 indation for civil 
claims, which, wany beſides his. Lofdſhi ip 
have conſidered as unfair, a and even dange- 


rous in a free country. It. has like wiſe ge- 


neral been t ought; that deciſions of the 
iruual Court in caſes of this kind, were 

final, and that from them there was no ap- 

peal: There is however, a material point 
ged. in bar of this plea, which is 5 — 


11 the ſentence, above mentioned, 
obtained 5 conundn, a krrattcra, & b . 


preſumed, which will not fail, if proved, 
to bave a great weight with the noble 
Judges who are to determ'ne this matter, 
— The charge, in brief, is reſted on an al- 
legation, Trat a certain female, who could 
have given material evidence concerning 
the lawful marriage of Miſs Chudleigh * 
Mr. Hervey, before ſhe became the wife | 
of the Duke of Kingſton, was, by. that 
Lady's art, favours, and fair promiſes, with- 
held, but that the ſaid perſon being fince 
neglected by her Grace, can now be pro- 
duced as good and ſufficient evidence of 
the marriage in queſtion, to induce the 
Peers of the realm to reverſe a ſentence 
which was obtained in an unfair manner, 
and which, for that reaſon alone, 
was no other objection, the ſentence ought 
not to be conſidered as definitive. On the 
other hand it is urges, that though there 
have been (and conſequently may be) in- 


+ 


if there { 
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ſtances of colluſion, yet a ſentence of this 


nature, given in. the Spiritual Court, ha 
been, and always could be, looked uport 


trials 807 one and the ſame offence as an 
ſraſtical determination, is as unprecedented, 


ing all the force of this realooing, many 
who ſeem well acquainted with the laws of 
the land, and the different modes of trial, 
are of opinion, that the Houſe of Lords 
can aſſume to itſelf the right of ſetting aſide 
the ſentence of the Commons, and thould 


any evident coltufion appear, will actually 


fuch caſe will eſtabliſh a rule for future 
proceedings, and lay freſh ditputes open to 
a much mare public, and, as it is inferre], 
a more impartial deciſion. | 

| The privilege of being tried by her 


lony, being, clergyable, are the circumſtances 
would be an uſelels ſolemnity, as no ſerious 


Houle, who looked upon a reprimand, 
ceive, if convicted, together with the cir- 
cumſtances of a trial ſo public, as puniſh- 
ment ſufficient without any corporal inflic- 


nity, who mult rank as a Peereſs, (as it has 
been already pblerved) whether it be deter- 
mined that the is the Dowager of the late 
Piertepont, Duke of Kingſton, or really 
the lawful wife of the Right Hon. 


Briſtol. 
a Lord High Steward bring neceſ'ary to 


penſive to the public, a matter » hich has 


4. 


been alſo obſerved upon, but cunkl have 
| | | IE 


as IN ſince otherwiſe there might be two 
appeal (properly fo called) from the eccle- 


as it would be injurious. But notwithſtand- 


do it upon the preſent occaſion; Which, in 


Peers, and the crime, though deemed fe- 


which occaſioned its being obſerved in the 
Hou! of Lords, that. the intended trial - 


confequences could reſult from it; yet there - 
were not wanting thoſe in that honourable. 


ſuch as the Ducheſs of Kingſton muſt 8 


tion, for a perſon of that Lady's high dig- 


5 


Au- 
guſtus John Hervey, the preſent Earl or 


Be this as it may, it is well knoun, that 


this ſolemnity, it mult conſequently be exe - 
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little weight when oppoſed to the argu- 
ments uſed upon the other ſide of the queſ- 
tion, as it appeared to be. reſolved, in the 
firſt place, to aſſert the power of the Peers 

to bring the affair before their high tri- 
bunal; and, as in the ſecond place, conve- 
nience naturally pointed out Weſtminſter- 
hall, as the proper place for the trial. 

By this 25 6 it was further obſerved, 
that the ſtricteſt zuſtice (and the moſt ſevere 
that the nature of the caſe would admit) 
muſt take place, if the Lady was convicted, 
as in that ſuppoſition, ſhe would-be con- 
victed of a crime deeply affecting the peace 
and happineſs of ſocicty; and ſhould the 
conviction be attended with proofs of fraud | 
and colluſion, it muſt appear with every 
poſſible aggravation. Whereas, if on the 
other hand, her innocence ſhould appear, 
ſhe mult certainly be happy in having that 
.innocence made manifeſt and public to all 
the world, and none could with in the 
former caſe that the inatter ſhould be done 
in a corner, or in the latter, that any of 


|fack 


of trial for offences ſuppoſed * 


. 
On ſuch grounds as theſe the queſtion 
has been carried in the Houſe of Lords, 
and on ſuch grounds the order for, and 


| mode of, the trial, is at preſent juſtified, — 


The caſe of a Peereſs, thus charged with 
bigamy, is fo extraordinary, that doubtleſs 
the hall will be crouded, and of how tri- 
a nature ſoever the conſequences of 
trial may have appeared to ſome, the 
reſult will be waited for with eager expec- 
tation, not only with the parties concerned, 
but by all ſuch as wiſh to ſee the method 
zable by 


the Eccleſiaſtical Court, now finally de- 


termined. lt remains to be ſeen, whe- 


ther the Houſe of Lords by annulling the 
decree given in the Spiritual Court, will 
render all future application to that court 
precarious, or whether by confirming that 
decree they will concur in ſetting aſide the 
{ſuppoſed Hrſt marriage of the Duchefs, and 
this (according to the ideas of ſome) — 
clude every poſſibility of any native of theſe 


realms being obliged to bring any cauſe 


_— 


the mortifications reſulting from a public 
| trial ſhould be mitigared or foftenea.” 8 


| whatſoever, twice co a public 
1 | 


